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Synthesis and antitumor activity of novel CDDO derivatives
PEI Jianghong, XIAO Yu, Li Qixing, ZHAO Zihao, CHEN Li"
Department of Natural Medicinal Chemistry, China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 210009, China

Abstract Twelve novel 2-cyano-3, 12-dioxooleana-1, 9( 11) -dien-28-oic acid( CDDO) derivatives were designed
and synthesized(9a-91) by introducing different heterocyclic rings to 17-COOH of CDDO through various linkers.
Their structures were determined by ESI-MS, IR and ' H NMR. The antiproliferative activity of the synthetic
derivatives against human cancer cells HCT-116, A549 and HepG2 was evaluated by MTT assay. Several com-
pounds showed potent inhibitory activities against test cell lines. Among them, compound 9¢ showed more potent
antiproliferative activity than the CDDO-imidazolide ( CDDO-Im) . Moreover, rat plasma stability assay showed that

compound 9¢ was more stable than CDDO-Im.
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Figure 1 Structures of oleanolic acid (OA) and 2-cyano-3,12-dioxooleana-1,9 (11 )-dien-28-oic acid ( CDDO) derivatives
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IREGI R w0, BRI, AR SCRL OA SRR 1R 5
K, SR FH A28 Al % B0 5 20 A O il A T
CDDOM™  Ff: i — 4 5 e 1k 47 45 #g 16 1, BP 4 74
CDDO [ A SNFEMHA K C IR 2544 , 4% CDDO-
Im 1 C-17 ASFRE M T SR 4 R B PR 1Y)
P , A AN R B 1 7 B i) 5 | A e e 4-
FEWRIZE LR JE I 455 AR, B L T 12 S Hw
E591(9a ~91) 55k F MTT 3% fr A Hsfb &4 it
1T T RSN NS5 7 9 HCT-116 20 A it AS49
M S N9 HepG2 4 it 1 7006 M DPA 5 Jee ), %o
G ARAE 9¢ AT T M A e

1 BMEEE

2 BEACIR B AL HT I & B0 BE R4k A 4 CDDO
(A T L OA R JFURE, 23 B 2 R
BRfb LR g A BF IBX ALy 47T . C 2 mCPBA 4
{L A1 Br,/HBr {F F A IR (A BF 2 {7 5564k i
RIE DDQ FALHE Y A IR SE T A N = R
5 CDDO, f 7= 54338 40% . TERREIIVEN T,
CDDO 35 1,2-— R 2% 1,3- IR N BE Al 1,4-
TR T e AR E AR 6 ~ 85 LI AL A ik
I Btk B B Ry SRR, R A 6 ~ 8 43 5] g R wk
N-FRBLWR R DU MR it s sz N i A5 B AR AL A
P 9a ~91, HirfbH Y452 ESI-MS (IR Fl
"H NMR #iF .

2 LEXE

2.1 ALE R
"H NMR % ff] Brucker AV-300 7 4% 4 tL 3R

e (TMS N FR) 5 IR J63% K B Nicolet Impact
410 FILT AR EREAY s MS SR B HP1100LC/MSD Jifi i
A7 5 5 s R B 0 VETE RY -1 B s S
JE (il BE AR AR ) 5 57 BIOR IR W T X DU i 3 2 F
FA PR A 2 AR AL GF,s, T B 1AL
A BRZA R A 5 B HI 0] 34 Ok Al 2 4l B o0 By 26
AHEER) AR 60 ~ 90 °C 5 T /KR 1 28 L C
IKALFE
2.2 ALF AR

2-FE 3, 12- AR FHOR 1,9 (1) -= H-28-34 B4 -
(2-3£)-Z85(6) HLCDDO(1.00 g,2.04 mmol) A1 1,2-—
MWKE(1.14 ¢,6. 11 mmol) ¥ F JG7K DMF 20 mL, fil A
K,CO, (0. 84 g,6. 11 mmol) Fl KI(0. 10 g,0. 61 mmol) , ik
FAFTIRERE N4 h, TLC W & 7R 50 B 45 o e I iR ik
U UEWBOMAIK 200 mL, ] PR Z ER# B (100 mL x3) , &
FA MU, 43 3 AT NaHCO, /K% (100 mL x 2) 4 Al
NaCl 7K (100 mLL x 2)) Y , A HLAHFH TG K IR h T4 ,
TEUE, W W A, RE R A S AR A R 1 (1,13 g,
93% ) .'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCL,) 5:8.05 (1H,s,1-CH),
5.98(1H,s,11-CH) ,4.44(2H,t,J =5. 61 Hz,0CH,) ,3.55
(2H,t,J = 5.61 Hz,BrCH,),3.01 (1H, m, 18-CH) ,2.97
(1H,d,J=4.65 Hz,13-CH) ,1.49 (3H,s,CH, ), 1.35(3H,
s,CH,),1.26(3H,s,CH,),1. 17 (3H,s, CH, ), 1. 02 (3H, s,
CH,),1.01 (3H,s,CH,),0.91 (3H, s, CH, ) ; ESL-MS m/z:
620.2,622.2[ M + Na] * .

2-RAK312-Z AR F R A-1,9(11) - = 15 -28- 5 B2 -
(3-i2)-®EE(7) ZSHPEK6 iy, B CDDO 1 g #15
A& 7(1.18 g,95% ), 'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCL, ) §:
8.05(1H,s,1-CH),5.98 (1H,s, 11-CH) ,4.25 (2H, 1, J =
5.92 Hz,OCH, ),3.48 (2H,t,J = 6.25 Hz, BrCH,),3.05
(1H,m,18-CH),2.94 (1H,d, J = 4.53 Hz, 13-CH) , 2. 20
(2H,m,CH, ) ,1.49 (3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,) , 1. 26
(3H,s,CH,),1.18 (3H, s, CH, ), 1.02 (3H, s, CH, ) , 1. 01
(3H,s,CH,),0.91(3H,s,CH, ) ; ESI-MS m/z:634. 2 ,636. 2
[M+Na]"*,
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Scheme 1  Synthetic route of CDDO and the target compounds 9a-91

OBn

R
i
_—

n R n R n R
w2 |-N O 9e3i-N N— 9 4 |N

9 3 -N/_\O 9f 4 !-N/:N— 9 2 i-N;j
9 4 N o %2 !NQ 9%k 3 [N::‘
=

9 4 lN;j

9d 2 i.NCN_ 9 3 !Nij

Reagents and conditions: (a) BnCl,K,CO;,DMF,55 °C,6 h;(b) IBX,PhF,DMSO,85 °C,8 h;(c) mCPBA,DCM,r. t. ,24 h;(d) AcOH,40%
HBr,Br,,35 °C,24 h;(e) CuCN,KI,dry DMF,120 °C,36 h; (f) H,,Pd-C,THF,r.t. ,15 h;(g) DDQ,toluene,reflux,0.5 h; (h) dibromoalkane,

K,CO; ,DMF,r. t. ,4 h; (i) amine,K,CO;,KI,CH;CN,reflux,12 h

2-FE3, 12-2 AR F R IE1,0 (11)-= F5-28-%
F-(4-38)-TH6(8) S UK 6 A%, 1 CDDO 1 ¢
HI7E ET o [ I 8 (1.20 ¢, 92%). 'H NMR(300 MHz,
CDCl,) 6:8.05(1H,s,1-CH),5.98 (1H,s,11-CH) ,4. 15
(2H,t,] = 6.22 Hz, OCH, ), 3. 44 (2H, 1, ] = 6.42 Haz,
BrCH, ) ,3.04(1H, m, 18-CH) ,2.94 (1H,d, ] =4.59 Hz,
13-CH) ,1.49(3H,s,CH, ), 1.34(3H,s,CH, ) , 1. 26 (3H,
s,CH;),1.18(3H,s,CH,),1.02(3H,s,CH;),1.01 (3H,
s,CH,;),0.91 (3H, s, CH; ) ; ESI-MS m/z: 648. 3, 650. 3
[M+Na] ",

2-F A3, 12-— AR FH R I-1,9(11) -=H-28-% 8% -
[2-(1-Zek ik ) ] 85 (9a)  HUh {4 6 (60 mg,0. 1 mmol)
FISHE(14 mg.0. 15 mmol) i T2 5 mL Al A K,CO, (44
mg,0. 3 mmol) 1 KI (4 mg,0.02 mmol) ,50 C F hn#k[nl i ,
PEFER 12 h, TLC Wl Sl /s S M 25 o IS T VAt U, B VR
R E T, TE IR (3545 1 5 [ {4 9a (35 mg,58% ), mp:
135 ~139 C;IR(KBr,») :3 412,3 164,2 952,2 863,2 360,

1720,1 689,1 663,1 617,1 513,1 455,1 399,1 236,1 159,
1118 em™';'H NMR (300 MHz, CDCL,) 8:8.05(1H,s,1-
CH),5.97(1H,s,11-CH) ,4.13(2H,m,OCH, ) ,3. 74 (4H,
m,2 xOCH,),3.08(1H,m,18-CH) ,2.97 (1H,d, ] =4.65
Hz,13-CH) ,2.37 ~2.47(6H, m,3 x NCH,) ,1.56 (3H, s,
CH,),1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,),1. 17 (3H, s,
CH,),1.00(3H,s,CH,),0.91(3H,s,CH,),0.85(3H,s,
CH,) ; ESI-MS m/z:627.8[ M + Na] ",

2-FAR3,12- AR T8 R b-1,9 (1) - = 45-28- 2 B2 -
[3-(1-"Zeix 28) 1 R EE(9b) S RAALGH) 9a Ik, il [E]
K 7(62 mg,0.1 mmol) K Mok il 15 (1 €4, [& 42 9b (38 mg,
61.4% ), mp:120 ~124 °C ;IR (KBr,») :3 407,3 126,2 957,
2865,1 718,1 688,1 663,1 466,1 3991 261,1 240,1 160,
1118 em™";'H NMR (300 MHz,CDCl,) 6:8.05(1H,s, 1-
CH),5.86(1H,s,11-CH) ,4.19(2H,m,OCH, ) ,3. 74 (4H,
m,2 xOCH,),3.05(1H,m,18-CH) ,2.94 (1H,d,J =4.53
Hz,13-CH) ,2.27 ~2.47(6H, m,3 x NCH,) ,1.56 (3H, s,
CH,),1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,),1. 17 (3H,s,
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CH,),1.00(3H,s,CH,),0.91 (3H,s,CH,),0.85(3H,s,
CH,) ; ESI-MS m/z:641.8[ M +Na] ",

2-F A3, 12-Z AR F 8 R IR-1,9 (11) -= 4-28-% BA-
[4-(1-"Bok IR ) ] T8 (9¢) S HULAWY) 9a yiflk, thrhla]
14 8(63 mg,0.1 mmol ) K M5 i i 15 1 €5 [& {£& 9¢ (30 mg,
47.4% ), mp:123 ~128 °C ;IR(KBr,») :3 399,3 129,2 952,
2866,1 718,1 688,1 664,1 617,1 466,1 399,1 240,1 160,
1118 em™";'H NMR (300 MHz,CDCl,) §:8.04 (1H,s, I-
CH),5.97(1H,s,11-CH) ,4.12(2H,m,OCH, ) ,3. 74 (4H,
m,2 xOCH, ) ,3.04(1H,m,18-CH) ,2.94 (1H,d, J =4.59
Hz,13-CH) ,2.37 ~2.47(6H, m,3 x NCH,) ,1.56 (3H, s,
CH,),1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,),1. 17 (3H, s,
CH,),1.00(3H,s,CH,),0.91 (3H,s,CH,),0.85(3H,s,
CH,) ; ESI-MS m/z:655.8[ M + Na] ",

2-H A3, 12- AR FBE B-1,9 (1) - H5-28-% B4 -
[2-[1-(N-F Rk ) || 28 (9d) S IALA Y 9a 1l
¥, B E 4 6 (60 mg,0. 1 mmol) Kz N-FRENR SR ] 15 1 €[
14 9d(28 mg,45.3% ), mp:79 ~83 °C;IR(KBr,») 3 126,
2963,1 663,1400,1 261,1 097,1 020, 864,800 cm™';
'"H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl, ) 6:8.05 (1H, s, 1-CH), 5.97
(1H,s,11-CH) ,4. 12(2H,t,J =5.94 Hz,0CH,) ,3. 08 (1H,
m,18-CH) ,2.97 (1H,d, J =4.65 Hz,13-CH) ,2. 41 ~2.56
(10H,m,5 x NCH, ), 2.36 (3H, s, NCH; ), 1.56 (3H, s,
CH,),1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,),1. 17 (3H, s,
CH,),1.00(3H,s,CH,),0.91 (3H,s,CH,),0.85(3H,s,
CH,) ;ESI-MS m/z:640. 8[M + Na] * ,

2-F A3, 12-= AR F 8 R IR-1,9 (11) -= 4#-28-% BA-
[3-[1-(N-w Rk ih) ]| WiEs(9e) S IRILEY 9a (1l
¥, a4 7 (62 mg,0. 1 mmol) Kz N-FRENRBR ] 15 11 €[
£ 9e(33 mg,52.3% ), mp:82 ~86 °C;IR(KBr,») 3 401,
3127,2960,1 719,1 686,1 663,1 464 ,1 400,1 260,1 163,
1078,1039,1 015,800 cm™';'H NMR (300 MHz, CDCI, )
5:8.05(1H,s,1-CH) ,5.97(1H,s,11-CH) ,4. 16 (2H,t,J =
6.02 Hz,0CH,) ,3.05(1H, m,18-CH) ,2.94(1H,d, J =
4.53 Hz,13-CH) ,2.42 ~2.57(10H, m,5 x NCH, ) ,2. 35
(3H,s,NCH,),1.56 (3H,s,CH,),1.48 (3H, s, CH, ),
1.35(3H,s,CH,),1.17(3H,s,CH,) ,1.00(3H,s,CH, ),
0.91(3H,s,CH,) ,0.85(3H,s,CH,) ; ESI-MS m/z:654. 8
[M+Nal]*,

2-F A3, 12-= AR F 3 R IE-1,9 (11) -= H-28-% BA-
{4-[1-(N-F Hvkr i) ] TE (9F)  ZBALA W 9a 1Yl
2, B 4 8 (63 mg,0. 1 mmol ) Fz N-FH FEWR B ] 15 1 44 [
14 9£(31 mg,48.1% ), mp:75 ~80 °C;IR(KBr,») ;3 402,
3 126,2 950,2 870,1 718,1 686,1 662,1 465,1 399 ,1 240,
1161,1 122,1078,1 013,804 cm™';'H NMR (300 MHz,
CDCl,) 6:8.05(1H,s,1-CH),5.97 (1H,s, 11-CH) , 4. 12

(2H,t,J =6.20 Hz, OCH,),3.04 (1H, m, 18-CH) , 2. 94
(1H,d, J =4.59 Hz, 13-CH),2.41 ~2.56 (10H, m,5 x
NCH,) ,2.38(3H,s,NCH, ),1.56 (3H,s,CH, ), 1.48 (3H,
s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,) ,1.17(3H,s,CH;),1.00(3H,s,
CH,),0.91(3H,s,CH,),0.85(3H,s,CH, ) ; ESI-MS m/z:
668.8[ M +Na] ",

2-A-312-Z AR F R A-1,9(11) - = 15 -28- 5 B2 -
[2-(1-wames ik ) ] a8 (9g) SRS Y 9a ik,
B H1E A 6 (60 mg,0. 1 mmol ) K U & Mk i& 45 1 €4, [& {4k 9g
(27 mg,45.6% ), mp: 100 ~ 103 °C ;IR (KBr,»):3 398,
3131,2955,1 723,1 660,1 400,1 237,1 157,1 123,1 041
em™';'"H NMR (300 MHz, CDCl,) §:8.05 (1H,s,1-CH),
5.97(1H,s,11-CH) ,4. 15(2H,t,J =5.91 Hz,OCH, ) ,3.08
(1H,m,18-CH),2.97(1H,d,J =4. 65 Hz,13-CH) ,2.45 ~
2.53(6H, m,3 x NCH, ), 1.56 (3H,s,CH, ), 1.48 (3H, s,
CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,), 1.17(3H, s, CH,), 1.00 (3H, s,
CH,),0.91(3H,s,CH,),0.85(3H, s, CH, ) ; ESI-MS m/z:
611.8[M +Na] ",

2-FA312- 2 AR FH R A-1,9(11) - = 15 28- 5 B2 -
[3-(1-m &k ) ] mEs (9h) SRS 9a 1yiilik,
H A 7 (62 mg, 0.1 mmol ) K U & ik % 15 1 (5[5 {4 9h
(25 mg,41.5% ) , mp:99 ~105 °C ;IR(KBr,») :3 398,3 126,
1718,1 661,1400,1 159 em™" ;' H NMR (300 MHz,CDCI, ) §:
8.05(1H,s,1-CH) ,5.97(1H,s,11-CH) ,4. 13(2H,t,] =6.03
Hz,0CH,),3.05(1H,m,18-CH),2.94 (1H,d,J =4.53 Hz,
13-CH) ,2.38 ~2.46 (6H,m,3 x NCH,),1.56 (3H,s,CH, ),
1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH, ) ,1.17(3H,s,CH, ) , 1. 00
(3H,s,CH,),0.91(3H,s,CH, ) ,0.85(3H,s, CH, ) ; ESI-MS
m/z:625.8[M +Na] *

2-5E 3 12-Z AR B R 5-1,9 (1) - = 44-28-% B2 -
[4-(1-m Emkes ) | TEE(91)  SHRALAY 9a (9%,
Hial{k 8 (63 mg,0.1 mmol ) J U & nlk % 75 [ £, [& 14 9i
(22 mg,35.7% ) o mp:93 ~96 °C ;IR(KBr,v) :3 400,3 126,
1718,1 660,1400,1 261,1 038,803 cm';'H NMR (300
MHz,CDCL,) 6:8.05(1H,s,1-CH),5.97 (1H,s,11-CH) ,
4.13(2H,t,J =6.25 Hz,0CH, ) ,3.04 (1H,m, 18-CH) ,2. 94
(1H,d,J =4.59 Hz,13-CH) ,2.37 ~2.47(6H,m,3 x NCH, ) ,
1.56(3H,s,CH,),1.48 (3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H, s, CH,),
1.17(3H,s,CH,),1.00(3H,s, CH;),0.91 (3H,s, CH, ),
0.85(3H,s,CH,) ; ESI-MS m/z:617.8(M+H] *,

2-FAR3,12- AR S8 R b-1,9 (1) - = H5-28- 2% BR -
[2-(1-whrkedR) 1 ZB5(95) S HALAS Y 9a (i, B b [E]
46 (60 mg,0.1 mmol) K mmk 75 1y {5 & & 9j (22 mg,
37.6% ), mp:158 ~162 °C ;IR(KBr,») :3 400,3 133,2 952,
2168,1 720,1 660,1 511,1 466,1 400,1 159 cm ™' ;'H NMR
(300 MHz, CDClL,) §:8.05 (1H, s, 1-CH),7.49 (1H, s,
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NCH=),7.40(1H,s,N=CH),6.15(1H,s,CH=),5.78
(1H,s,11-CH) ,4. 17(2H,t,J =5.92 Hz,0CH, ) ,4. 10(2H,
t,J=6.04 Hz,NCH,),3.08 (1H,m,18-CH),2.97 (1H,d,
J=4.65 Hz,13-CH) ,1.56(3H,s,CH, ) , 1. 48 (3H,s,CH, ) ,
1.35(3H,s,CH,),1.17(3H,s,CH, ), 1.00 (3H, s, CH, ),
0.91(3H,s, CH,),0.85(3H,s, CH, ) ; ESI-MS m/z: 608. 8

[M+Na]"*,
2-§Uk3,12-Z R R AE-1,9(11)-= 4 -28- % -
[3-(l-wemk k) ) A (9K)  ZHALAD 9a Ik,

447 (62 mg,0. 1 mmol ) Kz ik meqq [ 4 [& {k 9k (20 mg,
33.3%) . mp:202 ~ 206 C; IR (KBr,»):3 397,3 126,
2 962,2 923,2 850,1 721,1 660,1 467,1 400,1 261,1 093,
1039,801 em~';'"H NMR(300 MHz,CDCL,) 5:8.05(1H,s,
1-CH),7.49 (1H,s,NCH=).,7.40 (1H,s,N=CH) .6. 15
(IH,s, =CH),5.78(1H,s,Cl11-H) ,4.23 (2H,t,J =6.03
Hz,0CH,) ,4.13(2H,t,J =6.06 Hz,NCH, ) ,3.05(1H,m,
18-CH) ,2.94 (1H, d,J = 4.53 Hz, 13-CH),1.56 (3H, s,
CH,),1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,), 1. 17(3H,s,
CH,),1.00(3H,s,CH,),0.91 (3H, s, CH, ) ,0.85 (3H, s,
CH,) ;ESI-MS m/z:622. 8[M +Na] *

2-FA3,12-Z AR FHRIR-1,9 (1) - = 05 -28- % % -
[4-(1-wbek JR) | T B (1) LAY 9a iy, thHh(E)
4 8(63 mg,0.1 mmol) K itk M 75 1 £ [ {4 91 (21 mg,
34.3% ), mp; 174 ~ 178 C; IR (KBr,»):3 398,3 126,
2957,1719,1 661,1 619,1467,1399,1 218,1 157 ecm™';
'H NMR(300 MHz, CDCL, ) 8:8.05 (1H, s, 1-CH), 7.49
(1H,s, NCH=),7.40 (1H, s, N=CH), 6.15 (1H, s,
—CH),5.78 (1H,s, 11-CH) ,4.46 (2H, 1, ] = 6.24 Hz,
OCH, ) ,4. 13(2H, 1,/ =6.02 Hz,NCH,),3.04 (1H,m, 18-
CH),2.94(1H,d,J =4.59 Hz,13-CH) ,1.56 (3H,s,CH, ),
1.48(3H,s,CH,),1.35(3H,s,CH,),1.17(3H,s,CH, ),
1.00(3H,s,CH,),0.91 (3H,s,CH,),0.85 (3H, s, CH, ) ;
ESI-MS m/z:636.8[ M +Na] *
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W10 pL 48223557 4 h, K BV, &AL
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LR R AR &, ] GraphPad PrismS #5411
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EH 9a ~91 J %I 2G CDDO-Im (1) 1C,, W3 1,

Table 1  Antiproliferative activities of target compounds in cancer cells
(1Csy , pmol/L)

Compd. HCT-116 A549 HepG2
9a 4.00 3.04 8.15
9b 8.45 10. 04 15.71
9¢ 1.61 1. 16 2.19
9d 5.11 8.87 37.06
9e 18.07 12.53 7.14
of 6.25 6.31 20. 60
9g 5.89 7. 44 8.09
9h 11.43 3.26 16.20
9 13.58 6. 18 2.03
9j 3.84 3.89 19.13
9k 61. 16 14.47 23.66
91 10.35 9.54 12.83

CDDO-Im 2.82 1.14 2.86
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SIS E UM I 3. 8% FHERRENPLEE 4 000 r/min
B0 10 min, P2 0.22 pm fHCFL B 3 U8 &
o KEBFREL CDDO-Im 54654 9¢ i &, HHEER
i, 43 S BE 45 500,250,125 ,62.5,31. 25 pumol/L
PRIV, LA 0. 22 pm BALIE IS 98 o 450
WZHL 100 WL, 28 HPLC #EFE 4307, i 2 0 1 R, IF
DIETETBUN Y S AR B ¢ EA T4k [ JH Ak A
CDDO-Im AR HERNZE 7 #2 ¥ =0. 076 9c +0. 147 8
(r=0.99 9), LbG& W 9c 45 i ith & 5 #
Y =0.347 4¢ +0. 165 3(r=0.999 9) ,

34 3 wmol/L A % T HE 6 mL, £ HX
100 pL fHAIMAE 900 wL o, & F 37 ClER 4R
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Figure 2 Rat plasma stability of CDDO-Im and compound 9¢ incuba-
ted at 37 °C
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