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Immunogenicity of HER2 vaccine containing p-nitrophenylalanine

HE Yu, TTAN Hong, DAI Xin, YAO Wenbing, GAO Xiangdong *
Jiangsu Key Laboratory of Druggability of Biopharmaceuticals, School of Life Science and Technology, China Pharmaceutical Universi-
ty, Nanjing 210009, China

Abstract In order to delete the immune tolerance of self-protein HER2 and produce an efficient immune
response, the genetic code expansion technique was employed to introduce the immunogenic amino acid p-nitro-
phenylalanine into the position 5,26 and 79 of the HER2 fragment and HER2 mutants containing p-nitropheny-
lalanine were obtained. Prototype and mutant HER2 molecules with a purity of more than 95% were obtained
through a nickel affinity column. Immunogenicity analysis of the HER2 vaccine showed that pNO,Phe” HER2 was
able to produce high titer cross-reactive antibodies in C57BL/6 mice and that the mouse antisera could recognize
SKBR-3 cells with intact HER2 receptor extracellular domain and cleave HER2 highly expressed HER2 +
BI6F10 cells through ADCC effect. These findings suggested that pNO,Phe” HER2 which incorporates p-nitro-

phenylalanine could be used as a tumor vaccine candidate targeting HER2.
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A BRAE A 47 e

E AT, LA HER2 Sy s (R AH 56 254 3= A0 45 B
b, [ B A il 22 Bk B B0 R /N 43 1 0 4 R0 R A B
JeETH o B 2 2 W Y A AE — R TR 25 1 LA
T AN rES " o SRl sh e N A, E B tapE
MR A=A 2 v B , At B s BT 1 i 25
PEIRIEL, I H AT LA™ A e e it A 8500, B 1k e 4
MR 55 K™ . R, HER2 [ i & — b
HWSWIBIT 2. BHATE A ZH LI HER2 HE
S DNA 22 Ik R A R B9, 2R K
4> HER2 g e ¥ 28 1k F I R TARIESE , J Al S
HER2 & {58 1, R AR, ME LU S LR
AR G R L R, AT 5 HER2 fi
TAPUR ) G2 S AT ML e i 57 & HER2 Ji
FEPET VLT IT A 1 S8

IRCES SRy %2 WS VBt o T e v N ¢ B
BT i B e IR vk i AR R AR LR AT LA
AR T B B 8 A S 52, 7 A 00 S e B
AU BRTE AR W, o il 2 N R R ( pNO,Phe )
SIAZE] B ik B 48 i 38 57 ( BAFF ) Fil/s BRAM A
K C5a 1, B 5 ALK ™ 2 5 N IR 1 BAFF Al
CSa A RS UMY TeG Hiik 1,

A5 R ] HER2 o) 23 ~ 146 R BefE ok JRi A
43¥ Wt HER2, 1| Flist & 2% i 4" FEHORTEH 5.26
79 {7 b5 551 A pNO,Phe 3K 5 B4 {4 ( pNO, Phe’
HER2 .pNO,Phe® HER2 , pNO,Phe” HER2 ) , 38 3 #5;
T A T B O 0k MY G % IR M B R Y pNO,Phe”
HER2 1}y Wi 6356 53 F , % pNO, Phe” HER2 £ i
7% A 10 B0 HE AT ) T, IE BT T pNO,Phe”
HER2 /5% 7= A I HTIAR RE 92 11 5] 58 % HER2 119 fifg
HMR T, I AT LA 3E S B A AR 1) 240 B A5 1 248 i
BEPEMEH (ADCC) 24 HER2 + BI6F10 i 24t il ,
/% pNO,Phe” HER2 A A4 4y #5] HER2 (19 i
PERMEIE T o

1 # #

1.1 HAFHEE

E. coli B121 (DE3) .pET28a( + ) Vector ¥y
Hh | 2GR OR A VL IR A8 A2 10 24 ) I 2 PE T 5 o A
K= R AT
1.2 & Al

Prime STAR DNA & . T4 DNA % #:0  [R

Hilt4: N YIEF Neo 1, Hind T BspH 1( K% TaKaRa /%
] ) 5pNO, Phe (_F & R AL A R A H] )  HRP R
WP/ TG (bt il @ i A R FR 2
F));3,3',5,5 - H B R G (TMB, 33 & 3K 5
BHEA R AT s FITC pric il SEhi/ B TgG (3£ [H
Sigma 23 ] ) 5 /)N ERUIGUEIbK 2 248 i3 25 9 ( R LB
APyl A R TEAE A R s BCA 108 & FLIR
JI58 S 240 L e A T ) ( R R s R AE A
RABRATA) o

1.3 3 4

THIE CSTBL/6 HEPE/NEL(6 ~ 8 Jalif% ) 1 H
PN K2 LB B 2 b, B 4 IE S - SCXK (F50)
20170007, JIr A sh S5 /5 & sh e B2 b1 &
FRife
1.4 etk

NFLRRIE A Ak SKBR-3 (b 0715 A= Y B 4L
AMRATF) s HER2 (= 23k 1 /)N B8 €8 22 98 40 Ak
HER2 + B16F10 ( Hr [ 245784 K24 VL IR 8 AR W) 25 W) il
VDT R SR R AT ) o
2 A &

2.1 Wt HER2 A B 5%

M HER2 ( GenBank % 2. M11730. 1) 5
G, MR 23 ~ 146 J¥ 51 Fy B, iz ] DNAWORK
TELRIRNT , 275 K A T 1) B s Ml 2 M, 1T
10 519 (W% 1),

FH Prime STAR DNA & B #E 17 overlapping
PCR, #1748 PCR ¥4, 55 —4%% PCR L P2 ~ P9
514, PCR W 14/ :94 °C ,5 min;94 °C,30 s,
58 C,30 5,72 °C,45 5,30 NEH;72 °C 4 fifi
8 min, [A[ Y IF 44k PCR ™4y 1 . % % PCR L)
P1 P10 5[4, L PCR 74 T MM, PCR 2
£7.94 °C,5 min;94 °C,30 5,58 °C,30 5,72 °C,
45 5,30 MEFR;72 CHEA 8 min, [ f-4lif PCR
s
2.2 REAKHER2 AR wi%E

f& Wt HER2 $it it fv B DNA J@ 8 i 5 A 1 4
%5 5 fif Thr 75+ ACC .55 26 {if His %8 CAT
G 79 i Tle BEAGF ATT 43 51| 45 Ky B FA1 25 1 1
TAG , F| 1] DNAWORK 7EZ 8/ X 582844 HER2 i
oot (4 2) .
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Table 1 Primer sequences of Wt HER2 designed by DNAWORK soft-

ware

Primer Sequences(5'—3")

P1 ATCATGACCCAGGTGTGCACCGGC

P2 AGATGGGTTTCCGGTGACGCCGGCAGACGTAACTTCAT-
ATCGGTGCCGGTGCACACCT

P3 TCACCGGAAACCCATCTGGATATGCTGCGTCATCTGTA-

TCAGGGCTGCCAAGTGGTGC

P4 AAGCTCGCATTGGTCGGCAGATACGTCAGTTCCAGATT-
GCCCTGCACCACTTGGCAGC

P5 CGACCAATGCGAGCTTGAGCTTTTTGCAGGATATTCAG-
GAAGTGCAAGGCTATGTGCT

P6 AGCGCTGTAACGGCACCTGACGCACTTGATTGTGTGCA-
ATCAGCACATAGCCTTGCAC

P7 TGCCGTTACAGCGCTTGCGTATTGTGCGTGGCACCCAG-
CTGTTTGAAGATAACTATGC

P8 ATTATTCAGCGGATCGCCATTATCCAGCACCGCCAGCG-
CATAGTTATCTTCAAACAGC

P9 GGCGATCCGCTGAATAATACCACCCCTGTGACCGGCG-
CTAGTCCAGGCGGCCTGCGTG

P10 AAGCTTAGTGGTGGTGGTGGTGGTGGGTCAGGCTACG-
CAGTTGCAGTTCACGCAGGCCGCC

Table 2  Primer sequences of mutated HER2 designed by DNAWORK

software

Primer Sequences(5'—3")
Pl"  ATCATGACCCAGGTGTGCTAGGGC
P3"  TCACCGGAAACCCATCTGGATATGCTGCGTTAGCTGTA-
TCAGGGCTGCCAAGTGGTGC
P7' TGCCGTTACAGCGCTTGCGTTAGGTGCGTGGCACCCAG-
CTGTTTGAAGATAACTATGC

XFRARR HER2 (K 17 ik , PCR 4731 2% 1
] “2.17 i, Fr 32/ DNA 77 51 Bl Jy 58 4% {4
pNO,Phe’ HER2 , pNO,Phe® HER2 #1 pNO,Phe”
HER2 ] DNA J£%1],
2.3 Wt HER2 &k Htreg #d

VePEER IV N D) BspH 1R Hind 11 X§ PCR
P ISR AT XUBGYT , 16 5 BR i 14 P DD Neo T A1
Hind TIT Xf 33K # {4k pET28a JE47 RUEFVI , 5 1711
D)4, T4 DNA JE4EHE 16 C il ROk, 1EH
FEMIEALE E. coli BI21 (DE3) K% 7 &2 25
A0, IR ATTE & RIREE R (Kan) HTHER) LB P4
Bk 1,37 CREFFM NS IR, I H BRI
PERTORE, RN AE & Kan HUPE A MIA LB B 55
Hr 37 °C,220 v/min [TRIETE . )P
2.4 HER2 R EAREK A oG

[F) 2. 37 O S ARR AT R o B DU P AE A
() J5t K pET28a-5TAG-HER2 , pET282-26 TAG-HER2
il pET28a-79TAG-HER2 JFki 3551151 pNO, Phe

) tRNA F1Z ik tRNA 4 5 9 5k7 pAC4tRNA-
pNO, PheRS L4544k, E. coli B121 ( DE3) Ki#IR 75
A2 AL, IR AT TE & Kan FIGH%5 = (Cm) Bk
1) LB PR3 #4137 CHEFRAA N IR, Ik
H PRI AP B m %, 42 Fh 75 & Kan F1 Cm H%E A9 K
T LB 55 k1,37 °C,220 v/min W35S, WF .
2.5 Wt HER2 4 % ik 44k

WY E 1) We HER2 [ 200 pL #3550 T35
Kan HitERY LB 153558 20 mL 1,37 C b i 3s 5%
PR IR 1100 FORFR LGB 28 BT I A 3% Kan 4707
[ LB £33 37 °C 220 v/min $#17853: 3 h )5
(Ago =0.6) I AZEE N 1 mmol/L [ IPTG,37
°C ,220 r/min ¥57% 5 h /5,8 000 r/min B.[> 5 min,
WO TR AR . S R A AR, 0 BRI , %o 0 AR
HATIHVE LA LB B AR S5 4% it . 11 8 mol/L
PREJPAMIAR AT AN 4 C Rl e fii b, 28 it
Ni ZEFI€EIEHE, 500 mmol/L [y bk ik 2% i 16 i 5
A, ARG HARFALL 1: 4 A pH 9.0 & 14 2%
Mg, A1 pH 8.0 Tris-HCI G2 W 3% it , 88 I8V 4,
BCA &l A .
2.6 3%k HER2 49 ik 440

# pNO,Phe’HER2 . pNO,Phe™ HER2 1 pNO,Phe”
HER2 [ 200 wL 23545 A T2 Kan F1 Cm HTPE K
LB 533 20 mL 1,37 Cid %835, M8 1:100
AIARFR A 2 A 2 5 Kan Al Cm Fi0 M 1
R M9 B gp3Erh 37 °C,220 v/min #1783+ 7.5 h
Je , IMAZHREE A 0. 1 mol/L % %) il 56 8 TN 24 IR,
W320.5 h J5, AL 1 mmol/L 1y IPTG,
37 °C,220 t/min 3535 18 h J5,8 000 r/min B>
5 min, AR, [6]“2. 57 WX 5€ 428 HER2 47
afift, BCA JLIN&E MR,
2.7 ELISA iAem] s R e i o 0 Wt HER2 Fupkid &

¥ 6 ~8 JE i CSTBL/6 /N B 43 B PBS ., Wi
HER2 , pNO, Phe’ HER2 , pNO, Phe” HER2 , pNO, Phe”
HER2 #H., F¢ T/ N, B 2525 20 pg, B
Jalagse 1k, Fegusie 2 J e n — e 1 e IR
HIE LI 3 25 00097 o ELISA A /I BT il 35 4t
X Wt HER2 (BT IMLVE R BE o 7EREAR % h LA
BUREEHR S pe/mL (1 HER2 [ 100 wL,37 C I
A 2 h;PBST 35 UL 5 ARG RALIMA 5% BSA &f
I 200 WL, 4 CHEHE % ; PBST 15 ¥E S K AL
ARG BESG 19/ BRUL G 100 pl;37 CHER 2 h;
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PBST 351k 6 U BALIMAM B JG B9 HRP fRic il 2
P/ TgG 100 wl,37 CHFHE 45 min; PBST 157E 6
U BALIA TMB IR R 100 pl., 37 °C ol
WEE 15 min; BFLINA 2 mol/L f) H,S0, 50 L (28
LB SR 5 K A yso AL A it B RS E

2.8 AR @Ak ) R A iR 5 SKBR-3
At

¥ 6 ~ 8 JE MEPE CSTBL/6 /)N R 43 B, PBS ., Wit
HER2 , pNO,Phe” HER2 £, % %% i 72 K B Ifi. [7)
"2 77 I, R B JS BYLE 200 w51 x10° A4
SKBR-3 1ML 4,4 “CHFR 2 ho L% 1% 1
H . AEPUMTEH PBS 55 SKBR-3 4 it & . PBS
THVE3 W KRG 1Y FITC dric il 341/ 1eG
SIH VLS SKBR-3 AIMIEATIF .4 CHER 1 ho
PBS {5t 3 ¥, 1 PBS ZZifif 200 wL X 4 U #E4 T
TRk, 3z FH i o 4 A SORS: 0 4 it 2% 1T 1Y) ST 390l
SR
2.9 SLERBLABEFEA M D KA F A F 6
ADCC % &

ANEUUPEH AR 2. 87 I, fJE — IR L
JJG AR FE/INER, R /0N BRI 96k 0 248 3 25 9 O
R B A AR A RN 4 L, HER2 + B16F10 4 4
i

] B 2R AL 5 x 107 A, 43 BB W] i 55007
M-S L (E: T=50:1.25:1.,12.5: 1) imA
WRELAIE, A LI AN RIS 4 pl. JFE
25 VA R TS A + /D BRI TR , %o R - 90k L 40
+HER2 + B16F10 #iifitd, 7 A #F i FL P # 42 200
pLARZR , BAESE T 37 C,5% CO, BEF-4H NG
Fr 4 h g 45 REEL R G S T 200 P P A 3R]
DA 5 XA i AT ARG 3 3 A D L 7R S 1Y)
PRI, HAEAS [ B2 P 20507 240 5 0 4 s L 451 T 42
20 SRR AR B

50 240 [ 2 A AL S % 107 A, [ 52 %500 240
SRR L (E: T =500 1), IASSON 40, /) B it
HPUATERE 50,200,800 5, FFiE s (4l ke
AHHEL + /N FRPT I , X BR 4L - R 2 4 g + HER2 +
BI6F10 4iififl. BT A FF S FL N AR J& 200 pL kK &,
FFERE T 37 °C,5% CO, 535N EEFR 4 h J5,
Fi L T 2 200 o P A 3 7] 6 5 B 5 X A
Al AT RN o A LR MO SR R, LA IRl T
(LNTE R RS T

2.10 it F o

K] GraphPad Prism 6 #{FEATGE 1127047
K Student’s t-test AT EIE B F ML, P <
0.05 i EM 2R, RAGITHE X,

3 4 B

3.1 Wt HER2 & & Theg#y iz
MG GenBank ( B35 M11730.1) 315 H 19
LA B Wt HER2,, [/l B 7R 5.26 .79 {343 31| 58722
%, TAG 3175 pET28a-5TAG-HER2 , pET28a-26 TAG-
HER2 1 pET28a-79TAG-HER2, F| F 7F 2% % i
DNAWORK % 11 10 25K 5 41, W % overlapping
PCR G245 1 s, 7E 403 bp I 5 3SR

/NRE S H 3R

bp
1200
900

750
600
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300
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Figure 1 Agarose electrophoresis analysis of overlapping PCR products
M: Marker; 1: Wt HER2; 2: pNO,Phe’ HER2 ; 3: pNO, Phe®® HER2;
4:pNO, Phe”” HER2
3.2 Wt HER2 & R T4k ey ik

X Wt HER2 T bR #EA73R3K , UIPTG 5 i
SR THLUK, W0 2-A JiTos o ARLL T T A
1, IPTG i35 78 14 . 7 kD BT i 3 1 477, 5 H
S AR X 93 F B K/IVAAT o o 2822 & HER2
P PRIEAT 05, SDS-PAGE %3¢ H {8 H IR IE,
LR 2-B ~ D P A PTG fiiifil pNO, Phe
IF7E 14.7 kD 4b8A7 H 198 5 19238, I IPTG i
AN pNO, Phe B 7E 14.7 kD bt B4 H 9 H H Y
223K, 1 [Fi f A IPTG 1 pNO, Phe i} 7€ 14.7 kD
AR 2 H AR L AYARIE U AR R R 28 SR 2
ST ABNTRAENL R
3.3 Wt HER2 B R Z Ak 89 264K

Xf Wt HER2 Jo 58 A2 (R ik A7 24k, H e X H Y
A AT SDS-PAGE %7, 45 MWK 3, j@ 1 Gel-
pro analyzer B PF 534, AW FEAT 2 T HLIKEEK T
95% ) Wt HER2 % 28 75 (A 76 1, 738 32 MOLDI-
TOF Kl pNO, Phe JIT 5 JIk B 1) AU 7 Jot 2 (]
i) BN 3 TR o A A 4 2R S EE AT oy
TR ZE R — 5, UEW] pNO,Phe i 202 F51A
F| Wt HER2,
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+ -+ pNO,Phe + -+ pNO,Phe + -+ pNO,Phe
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Wt HER2
Figure 2 SDS-PAGE analysis of the expression Wt HER2 and mutated HER2
AWt HER2. M ; Marker, 1 ; Before IPTG induction, 2 ;: After IPTG induction; B-D: mutated HER2. M ; Marker, 1 ; Before IPTG induction and after
pNO, Phe addition,2 ; After IPTG induction and before pNO, Phe addition,3 : After IPTG induction and pNO, Phe addition

pNO,Phe’HRER2

kD
116.0

66.2
45.0
35.0

25.0
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Figure 3 SDS-PAGE analysis of the purified Wt HER2 and
mutated HER2
M Marker; 1; Wt HER2;2: pNO,Phe’ HER2 ; 3; pNO, Phe?® HER2;
4.pNO, Phe” HER2
3.4 Wt HER2 & T A4Kk&Y %95 Ja

# PBS, Wt HER2 . pNO,Phe’HER2 , pNO, Phe™
HER2 ,pNO,Phe” HER2 4538 /INBL, 45 3 Ja] S e sl iR
mE 4 s NN AE T RERS IR Wi HER2
fydiik. 5 Wi HER2 GaRe 414 1, pNO,Phe” HER2
P T B dT W HER2 H B A i, HAE
3% 7 ¢ 100 43 71 1 000 % 95 4L T, pNO,Phe™

pNO,Phe” HRER2 PNO,Phe”’HRER2

HER2 415 Wt HER2 4 # /7 76t E PE 25 5 (P <
0.001), {H pNO,Phe’HER2 #H FI pNO,Phe” HER2
45 Wt HER2 AL 22 F AR E . FRGERIR,
1E CSTBL/6 /NEA N, pNO, Phe™ HER2 ELAA#: 1Y
G JE M, J5 2L 3% £ pNO,Phe” HER2 fif i — 4
5.

Antigen : respective immunogen

BB 1:100
=R 1 : 1000

2.0

Immunogenicity of Wt HER2 , pNO, Phe’ HER2 , pNO, Phe?
HER2,pNO, Phe” HER2 in mice (% +s,n=6)

ELISA with Wt HER2 fragment as antigen

***P<0.001 vs Wt HER2 group

Figure 4

Table 3 MALDI-TOF analysis of the peptides containing mutation sites from the mutated proteins digested by trypsin

Protein Peptide M, (observed) M, (calculated )
pNO, Phe’ HER2 TQVCpNO, Phe GTDMK 1174. 61 1 174. 46
pNO, Phe?® HER2 MLRpNO, PheLYQGCQVVQGNLE 2 042.95 2 042.92
pNO, Phe” HER2 pNO, PheVR 466.26 466. 19

3.5 pNO,Phe”HER2 %75 /> 5 84 3 AR 1
h T #£5% pNO,Phe” HER2 433 /N B 2E (14T
R RETE 5 HER2 o Fak iy bisg 4l &, A bt
FiE L AU AR A pNO, Phe” HER2 4o 4 1M
fiE

THAET UM HER2 =33k 11 SKBR-3 41y, 452K 4

N

/

2

&5 ffi7m . pNO,Phe™ HER2 4H 41 ity % It 11 - 34 5¢
DGR EE S Wt HER2 Hit )5t v Be AR HUAAAE o Pk 2
(P <0.001),3EH] pNO,Phe” HER2 575 {4 4 45
/N B AR 0 B I TE BE A AT ) A L R | e
HER2 Z{&,
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Figure 5  Analysis of antisera binding to SKBR-3 by flow cytometry (x £5,n=6)

A:Visual comparison of flow cytometry results. Sample 1 ; Antisera from mice immunized with pNO, Phe’” HER2 , Sample 2 ; Antisera from mice immu-

nized with PBS,Sample 3 ; Antisera from mice immunized with Wt HER2 , Sample 4 ;. PBS; B ; Statistics of mean fluorescence intensity ( MFI)

*** P <0.001 vs PBS group; ™ P <0.001 vs Wt HER2 group

3.6 pNO,Phe”HER2 $ 4% /> 5 84 2§ 2 57

4 T Kzl pNO, Phe™ HER2 Jigd 22 17 S 32 /1N B
Mg REA It ADCC 2y 24/ HER2 BH M it 6 40
JH, AT 5E LASE I 2 A IR Y HER2 5 23k 40 g
Pk HER2 + B16F10 A8 41 ift , LA /Iy BRL ik £ 448 g >y
Eyek:ill oS tiker call BN 3R e S CIL TR ke il
BLARFESE . SR AN 6 FrR , YIEE LG i Rk

A
40 ¢
ek -e- Serum 1 : 50
30 b wxk - No serum
$
2 207 .
)

0 \ . )
50:1 25:1 125:1

Eeffector cell : Target cell

JE2h 50 1, Bl 25 45007 240 L5 0 40 i LL ) P A1
LR 0 =N I N N (E RS I N 1 1 | R E
pNO,Phe” HER2 #2328 (14 /) B IfiL 375 BE % (. 35 434 Jon o
AR 2R RE S o Y1 B T =50 1, B IS
i R T B2 R AR AT, 24 b Rg A L B 0 R R HL S Wi
HER2 ZHAH ., pNO,Phe"HER2 4 fiEW% ™14k BA B
2 TR AN M R

B
40 ’
[ - pNO,Phe”"HER2
30t = Wt HER?
3 #H#
S
—

1:50 1:200 1:800

Serum dilution

Figure 6 ADCC effect mediated by sera from pNO, Phe” HER2-immunized mice in different ratio of effector cells to target cells (A) and sera from

diffenent vaccine-immunized mice in different dilution (B) (x £s,n =6)

*** P <0.001 vs No serum group; ™ P <0. 001 vs Wt HER2 group

4 1 i

XA SEAS TN 2 e — Fh SR I S A 1, fiE
BATHE B B 8 e 32, F5 LA™ H e i B
o (HA B RN S Ik S TR 1 5| A 32 B A
SRR o DRI, AR S0 e T R 6 R B 1 R I
HARWE A 451 3 A& SRR AE 9 52 7 Ao
RN IS R AT« (1) AL i N B A
PURI> 3000, XA FARR IR AL RR Y 780 5%

B, AR ME ARG (2) BA U8R
YU T, B ik R A A5 . W O A PEAR S AR, 2R
AR Je AR T OURAT G I, IR P b S8 1
TESR LI A v X LA T AT 3 o o AL A A
FEHORTE HER2 AR IXEE 5,26 .79 £ %€ 5| AdE
RAIRGASENR , 010 X 4 0 R 2 1 A Ak, AT 52
IARAG 1 40 R T 95% ¥ Wt HER2 $T A Bt
HGARMAR . ] MOLDI-TOF A5 e A2 1A et i i
J& pNO,Phe FT7E 4 IR BEAR XS 70 ¥ i, UE W T A
WK pNO, Phe JRINE M| A B RN M . K
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B, S B RS Y R HER2 S 17 ) S8 I MERIF 58 175
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