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Research progress of apoptosis signal regulating kinases-1 and its inhibitors

in non-alcoholic steatohepatitis
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Abstract Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis ( NASH) is the most common chronic liver disease. However, the treat-
ment of NASH remains challenging. Apoptosis signal regulating kinases-1 ( ASK-1) is a member of mitogen-activated
protein kinase kinase kinases (MAPKKKs). When the body is stimulated by reactive oxygen species, endoplasmic
reticulum stress, calcium influx and extracellular inflammatory signals, ¢-Jun amino terminal kinases ( JNK) and p38
MAPK wiube activated, which then promotes cell proliferation, differentiation, apoptosis and production of
inflammatory factors, and causes NASH, fibrosis and other diseases. Therefore, ASK-1 inhibitors can be used to
treat NASH. This paper reviews the current treatment methods of NASH, the structure and mechanism of ASK-1,
and the research progress of ASK-1 inhibitors in the treatment of NASH in recent years, which aims to explore the
guiding significance for the design and development of ASK-1 inhibitors.
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AR K P4 8 W5 14 IF 9% ( non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease , NAFLD ) & — i 5 UL IR 18 P , 3
TEA L P43 2 — 1 A B A NAFLD'
I RISy ik 22 10 B 5 72 1 J DA H il = g i B =X
HEBUERFIE ' NAFLD B % 955 HLi i A 43 ]
B, 2 1 PR A 2 st A PR R S e B0y, [t J5
R FIEZ 45t ] B R BUFIEAR 7 22 P A FN£F
Uik AR RZIAIT I NAFLD g 3k i Oy
kG PE RS B PE BT 48 ( non-alcoholic steatohepatitis,
NASH) , I n] 4k S84k o RS A6 AT 200 i 9 ( hepa-
tocellular carcinomac, HCC) , 1, & 5 80 24 K 1 AT 5
USRS R R T B2 SN

AT 5 SR B Y, T il R v i
AT Iz 3 &, H Fiij2 NAFLD/NASH J847 1Y
FEA T B AHARE IS 2 B 1 L 25 W6 9T
WA, SR, B AT BCA X i
(2L i

1 37 NASH/NAFLD 455 F &

Ui NASH WGYT 2590 A ST/ it 2l ot
S AL W) Tk A 18 B B4 32 1R ( peroxisome proliferator-
activated receptor, PPAR) % )57 . e bl 24 L B iR 25 .
F& 1 25 FNi: JE R 2K 37 44 (farnesoid X receptor, FXR)
WS,

WA AR 3 I 25 A 48R R E FA it
H K (glutathione, GSH) , 44K E & —Fh B h 3
T BRI, WA R AV A LT 4 N % 24 I ( alanine
aminotransferase , ALT) FI1%5 1 A= K R F-1 365,
(I 01 IR A AT B 37 & Ai 50 B g7 ANk o
K GSH BA B A AR AR AT, BT R AIK J % 19 ALT
KU i 107 728 P, (B A RGPE A 2e 4k i 1
st

HiLA 51 i ( pioglitazone ) 42 % HI#Y PPAR-J 3l
F, AT S O R AR I AR P SR AE A S E
BRI REFS K iy 51 s B8 1 Jl g L O 1L 2 5 0 42
A IS BN — U AT 9 A I A
B, 1 TR A AR A R P s T P I ) R AL
AR B ALT 7K P, {H IR 2 3000 JHF 2y e
Y

VT A RE 25 1936 97 AL T B8 55 41 I &
i PR ST 2 1 R AR HTHR 19 A A O, (HLIFG R
AFEEz " B0 JHER (obeticholic acid, OCA)

ST FXR 30, gl /b ST e 4 2 68 IS 107 &
JELIRT S i R I A, BRI NASH J0 25 & Jie o A&7
AEAL 0 AU , 15 23175 AR % B2 I8 25 1 (low density
lipoprotein , LDL) 7K F-F} & sl
R BA —E R M NASH /R B4
BUHIAS W i HL A W] £ 28 0 ™ 1 R R
FBIT & 0 P8 T2 15 5 P35 3R -1 (apoptosis signal
regulating kinases-1, ASK-1) 14| 57] ( &1 selonsertib)
A RUFANGITROR , VE FIALHI BIAA , A RSO 48
/N BRE TR i PRI B B, B R B 1Y) % e
A A B | HEE B TR NASH 697259,
PUKs ASK-1 e HAM ) O BIF I 0t R i AT 45534

2 ASK-1 &R EERLE
ASK-1 240 il 22 24 i 3175 Ak 85 1 DT R T 2 il

( mitogen-activated protein kinase kinase kinases,
MAPKKKSs ) G 51 Z —, vt P15 c-Jun SR
Vit 1% fiff ( c-Jun amino terminal kinases, JNK ) £l
p38MAPK Ji 5 2 Ml S A3 5 38 LA B 2k
20 10 R I ] R, AT AR e e R
R R E AR
2.1 ASK-1 #9454

ASK-1 Z—Z5 1 R %y 1 000 4> % 5: R 41 Y
ZJIKEE, AR IA 1 PR

TexZ54 005 TRAFSS S5

419%%]1‘“4?!7.1 AR I

NCC CCC

Bl PR S IR -1 (ASK-1) 45

ASK-1 545 1) EMAER 43y E &I b i) S 25 4
By, WAL N s C o P 45—~ 5
LRPEBESE A AL 3, 23 B FR N N i 2 4 45 4 0 (N-
terminal coiled-coil domain, NCC) il C ¥ £ 45 45 14
15, ( C-terminal coiled-coil domain, CCC)""®) 3% B4~
X 3o T+ ASK-1 A T AR FHIE iU 55 3R 14 2 G
B, T ASK-1 7RI i 35 T 200 O B 3R 44, e
BFR R ASK-1 {55 /MA™ 718

PLF ASK-1 45 44 v o (19 )2 22 B R/ 95 S TR T
BFES A, S e A A R Ry, s T
ASK-1 i BT b R B A7 st A s Ao, Tl
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S R SR N s A 22 A B AR R R X
I8, 40 NCC 25 1 15 0 1) Bt 48038 2 1 ( thioredoxin,
Trx) Fll TNF Z{&AH 3¢ K7 ( TNF receptor-associated
factors, TRAF) 4 S pE 25 & X 85 0 Tix JE—Fh 44
12 kD i) AR A S5 1, AT DR 3R 401 Y 4R
I8 RS T s B B2, oAy BA ST
PR R &R, Trx MR REE R, 44
B Trx 455 00 88, 0 ASK-1 Z [0 )8 WL 5F 5 14,
ASK-1 {728 R AR T, Trx
FALBUEASTE S, 5 Trx 8557 s FIU BG5S 14 55
2 ] X 8 A 55, 9 HL R TRAF 5 454, ASK-1
(¥) NCC il CCC 45 ¥y gx 5z, fe #EIE 58 R AR, 21
P ASK JE AL RIS I8 1 . TRAF 2—Fh
BT R 1, 4 ASK-1 R IFEAE 54 BUR i I 4y
Ve FE BRI B B0 R A5 07 B R R B Trx 45
BRI . BRI Z A, 78 N ik B A7 —4> CIBI
(s & X, AR Ca® ™ 305 5, b AMA A oAl
AR M ARG

HETX; ASK-1 1) C ¥t DX 385 14 AF 5% 38 AS 18 T
AN HAE ASK-1 JE J 58 R W 0 i 8 v 4
AR, BAdG—A> 14-3-3 S E M ZE A 00, Hoxt
ASK-1 I VLRI ZE T Tex ™20

B N s Trx 255 (R FHU O 25 48 S8 17 2 v
S X, 12 XU — A B 1) DU K R 8
(tetratricopeptide repeat, TPR) , Ff H #— ™ I/ M -
A0 C B e —% 51 ve IS 91 2 1 ( pleck-
strin) [A]JREEH BT o5 , IR ZE A S TPR S5 44 11 58 B Pk
of ASK-1 TS PERG P ZOCEH . MIDESCkdfE !
S T AT BERVE R, AT USRS ASK-1
AT S A0 38, [R5 ASK-1 R i IS ) MKK-6 25
A, )8 8 MKK-6 IRYI iRk .

Wit 3BT ASK-1 5 ATP LR /) 455 7 A5,
AT LLT fifp b R 1 45 A R AR, X T B e AR
ASK-1 ) 0] B A B B0 8 3, 181 2 AL 3 02 3k
A5 ASK-1 454 ki,

AL SR B 5 ASK-1 & AR 25 1 10 %) e
R (TN 2 B ) B, ASK-1 1) SCHEAE F AL
ST HALEE DAY Val757 FRIL DL R N &5 DAL
B Lys709 5%3E120 Horp, i fA bR e 5 i i 45 44
HIRIRER E A ER 15 Val757 5 2R B 58 A
B, SCHRAL 51 5 SR DKW I L BR 114 k15 ASK-1

E R B R TE B 1 BRI (AR TR 3 TR ) o
PR IRIE 3R 19 U505 I 5 ASK-1 NS4 AR 1Y
Lys709 5L A MGE EHEAHELAE T, DL B ASK-1
TERI 3 A A ALY . BRILZ AN, e A
PO Hoz B ) Be B T E 3k 7K O3 15 Ser761 JE I35 1Y
SUHEAE T, AT R 28 R 00 5 ) A AL ASK-1 B 5 77
R X, POAR A A ARAR PR AU T L 3 2K =S
(] R0 F I 45207 o I nl DL, R il
A 5 U T A BE PGS AL LS 4 A I B
ERIR AN B 3 O ASK-1 A1 Al 5 3¢ 3 ey 5% B
45K

B2 ASK-1 ghiRE X AR € (PDB 3VW2)
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2.2 ASK-1 4k A Hus

ASK-1 (R FHALEI ANl 4 Frs . L2 2
Sk 19 22 07 THT (14 7 EORIBRCRT , o 248 e A 9% P A2 o 0
(reactive oxygen species, ROS) . PN J5i % v/ i . £5 N
AN SN SAESS S, A0 R PR BE A F (tumor nec-
rosis factor, TNF ) FlI i§ £ ¥# ( lipopolysaccharidec,
LPS) %5, ASK-1 14 2 [ Y i % 196 38 1 B i =
ASK-1 i J5 , Trx N Y ff &5, ASK-1 38 5 K
Uit 5 R R ASK-1 A5 5 /A ] ] 38006 25 749 36
WS PR N I O = BR AR R R R AL, N R R
MAP2K B 34 7% . it MAP2K i ¥ 7] 43 Jg MKK4
(SEK-1) . MKK-7 il MKK-3 . MKK-6 T % i& 4%
MAPK2K 4k R AL B0E 1 i 9 MAPK iKY, |
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DRI, ASK-1 2l 1y 2 P 380 00 T 1 Bt 5
N ASK1-JNK-p38 38 %, M £E NAFLD 1 NASH £
Fer I L G O B, 3 3 O 5
FARYT SR FG 0714 22 B IE AR5 24 ASK-L
(1 5 e B B, ASK1-JNK-p38 38 4 4 1) i , PRI it
SECH AN I T A I T LA B S E B i
TE PG D78 /N VR (g S o, ASK-1 B 784 £y
/N BRGS0 ) ASK-1 0 2k, w3 T T 7 A8
FLFAEALRLRE S | i ASK-1 /E M B i NASH 34
I ORI S A B

3 ASK-1 IR IR

i, ASK-1 6 570 A BIF 9 b 1 3 8 & By
B, REREZ N AR T X &, Heh g A
e PRBIE 5 19 02 75 1 8 ( Gilead ) 23 ] 1 selon-
sertib (GS4997 1) , )& 4 iy iff J|& fie t HL I A v 22
AR EHIF AL G Y. BT selonsertib R B

Ao ASK-1 JP il 1% M AN ASK-1 AH G595 1Y\ 2%
TRITRCR AR ST A48 selonsertib I FFEE J LA K
HABERRAYY NASH S HGE LS.
3.1 selonsertib

i ATEAE T 2013 4E 8 H A A T ASK-1
17 selonsertib & F| SCHk, Selonsertib B 58
FHTFIRYT I 2l Jok e L AW PR 5 s, 1EL DR G T 480 i
PRES SN BAR (NCT02234141 F1 NCT02177786 ) ik
1T %t NASH 3GY7 RIBIESE , B0 1B A I
BITRCR, BATC 2 A IHHIG IR BB

N= 0 7
D’@I:fL H /EI\}YN‘N
. N—
1 X

PG Y EA S ASK-1 1Y ATP 45507 584
PESS G BT SR = IR 25 ) i o Z2 IR )2 )
BT ik SE = — S 5RA% 1y ASK-1 #5122 (]
I HEOOGRE B LR #E # (TR-FRET ) Il &2 1% I 45
selonsertib #Ji#fi] ASK-1 % IC5, 2} 3. 0 nmol/L; ASK-1
) 293 4 i 7K -0 5 A5 2 HAE 40 i H O RCRE ECs,
2.0 nmol/L; K, 24 0.24 nmol/L, fE % 7F 5k /1>
ATP (BT A 8 & ASK-1 5244 7E AL 3K
HIREE ST A 3 oA 11.94% 5 2 2591t 30
F12E R A E ¢, A 5.07 h, OHRAE YR E A
75% " IR selonsertib 1573 B 1 7 Y
ASK-1 410l 5 PR 0 B 4 i 52 e , 76 ] 39 35 ) 2 e
BT IA G 25 P BT Y, A 7 R 8 ) S 4
AL E Y. TR, 72/ B NASH A8 rpr | selon-
sertib 1 2 G 1 NASH AHOCACH S 5L g
itk S RE FFEF i fb s ™

2015 4= 6 A, selonsertib #F A T 1 i K i 56,
PABFSE H B8 a1 4 simtuzumab (SIM ) J497 NASH
2 2 3 JHIFLT YA 2 4P (T 52 ARG Rk
(NCT02466516) . SIM J&—Ff A P54k 5L g BEHTIA
AT 2 8 BR EAL  73 7-2 (lysyl oxidase-like
molecule 2, LOXL2) ' 55 ASK-1 411§ 5 ¢ FH AT 41
HILF LA . PRI 72 4552304 43 selon-
sertib 6 mg B(HkF SIM ,selonsertib 18 mg a1 4 ff
FH SIM LK 5 SIM 3 AR, #f il g 4 Rk
L FR=
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SIM : Simtuzumab , —Fft LOXL2 41|55 , 55 ASK-1 il 591 55% i w400 ] &7 4 {

TELAVEPE T T, # AR R v B
WA RN, B Z R AR, 2RI N
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A 3 IR A 7 AN LR T R AT
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T, 2015 4£ 1 A 15 H selonsertib 3845 T “ 9L JL
25 YINIE” & Y BT 7EMT ASK-1 )] 50) v f
A A EEAAT bR DR S BR R 7 i, B R AT
HFF A5 o

3.2 A fEAFe ASK-1 Fp4) )

I selonsertib 4, H Aij i A HAh A i ARt
BBy ASK-1 #4fi ) , H 3 3 42 3R 22 il 25 4
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&Y, O B H B IR A AT 1 R B W Al
H A== 7R H AT B Y ASK-1 101 i) 3 14 A1
B 25 A 3h ) 2P B, B A M #E selon-
sertib BAEA L, HA B A a9 A5, #5010
EYIREE R PR A SR AN 2 2 R
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N 7
AN AN
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NN AN S
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4 B NT Y 0.43 ZRHDE
N O N—/
N
> 9
N ~ N S
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22 P B C il At & A A A ) ASK-
1 Apilsa Ak e 454, HEA B i) ASK-1 4 il i
e ARPEXT ASK-1 S FCARZ, A 1 bR 25+ K 43 #r
5 ASK-1 85 X Val757 RFERINZ5 A 1148 Lys709
R AR FAE R0 e LA Bl 30 5 8 2% B A 4% 25
RRFR (G S DRIl = 20 ) S R B A a2
T 2=

Hrb LG 2 ~5 BT AR AL T 2018
S5 AT R ITRGE A6 A4, I8 FH s
FEXT ASK-1 (A6 v, i et 1 ik 4 A 1G5, %
T 1 nmol/L WAL G4 5 de 4k, 283 HEPE SD K ER Y
5B 1, P A R & D A2 TER
SRR PN I 24 9 % 2 R o KT A T BR R AR,
BA R A YR B s 29 H R0 A 98 & 3
A AYAE K U E 28 B b B e e i, AT &
XTSI S E ASK-1 35 14, A A& e il NASH 24
/LR

ka6 ~8 H PR AEYELS T
2018 4£ 8 H 23 H AT LRI Tk iE L &9, &

At e A 1G5, T 1 nmol/L, %t ASK-1 Jiff 5
A AR PR A T 5 B4 peDNA3. 1-ASKI 3R3A %K
PRI AL % 20 L ASK-1 B VE T, R R
GF AR s 25 AR 3l ) 2 Se g R ML R 4T
A A R

ALRATF 2018 29 7 HAFF LR ET
FLAEWF ) ASK-1 046 700 1) Ak 2= 45 4, o selon-
sertib [ SHAT I R 45 74 50 42 PR R , 48 B sl ik g B
51 3 T S LB, LA 1) e S D v A R B sl
WE PRI [ 83 ASK-1 B SE 5 A1 ASK-1 H
PR AL S 6 I i ASK-1 375 4 i 5 HH HL AT 4 410 i
WYERAL A 9 AL S 10

G 11 ~ 13 VLI ZE AR 25 T 2018 4 9
A7 HAFFW LA i B b &9 . 5%
A iE ik ASK-1 fiff"# 5256 TR-FRET ik H 84 it ity
TEAMEI ICs, /NF 1 nmol/L 8N bA 9, HAE
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IS 1o BTG #EAT 25030 127 0 b, Tk s
TR [ e ELA R A A T 2 8 et R i R i 2 9
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B RRI K 2R KT, A 25 B2
FA 0 V) i BEAR 59T 254, ASK-1
ST AR AZ B2 ST B B o, FLRE S VR F L
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AR T A MEN S EE R, 2
FMi 258 T LA KB HLAG 8 AR L 58 . o
selonsertib Ji{ A Jié fe R, B A Ay B ARAT LT 2y
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BRI A, T e A Y A5 B B
e — 2 X 2 A S R TR . S
A] L) selonsertib Ay 55 5 FIr B 31 1) 4k A -t 76 1 IR
HTAA AR 200 b 2 BUAL K47 ) ASK-1 10 44 136 4
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B S R AR K S, B AT kS ek i 78 1. % %)
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