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Abstract  Extracellular signal-regulated kinase (ERK) is a kind of serine/threonine protein kinase. As a key
downstream protein in RAS-RAF-MEK-ERK signaling pathway, its abnormal activation plays an important role
in the development of tumors. Selective ERK1/2 inhibitors can block ERK signaling pathway while overcoming
drug resistance caused by upstream target mutation. In this paper, the components of MAPK signaling pathway,
the structure and functions of ERK and the role of ERK signaling pathway in tumor development are summarized,
and some representative ERK inhibitors in clinical or preclinical studies are emphasized.
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%A T RO | A = GRS T =X
(MAPKKK—MAPKK—MAPK) 1& 5 4 s {5 = , 4
7 7L Sl A0 PN A S 3 DR ) A S RNk, AT
VAV ANM BT A DT SRE RN R S A
KBUELRY)FOIRE. B, fEMA s, B4
KINT 5 FORE A9 MAPKSs, 43 51 5 41 i 41 5 5 8

i

g (extracellular signal-regulated kinase,
ERK) .C-Jun N R ¥ J# B (C-Jun N-terminal kinase,
JNK) . p38 22 2L 5 % A 2 1 B (p38 mitogen-acti-
vated protein kinase, p38MAPK) . ERK3/4 Al
ERK5™'([& 1),

SRR AR T AT 227 20
SR S S AR R 46

25 L MAPK A 53 %

A2 MAYERK3/415 S %

P LEY) A IIRE . AETE e
R SN A0 S L s 25

B 1 WELsh IR MAPKS {5514 T3 %

ASK: 115 5985 4T (apoptosis signal-regulation kinase); MAPKKK: 22 %4 J5UiG Ak 2 FH J4 5 P4 AL B (mitogen-activated protein kinase kinase ki-
nase); MAPKK: 22 24 5015 {1k 2 FH 38 33 i (mitogen-activated protein kinase kinase); MAPK: 2224 J5 3 16 25 1 4 i (mitogen-activated protein ki-
nase); MLKs: 141 £ 8 (mixed lineage kinases); MK: 22 53 J5 % 1 8 1 BB HRE 2 B (MAPK -activated protein kinase); PAKs: p21 iG{L Y

P4 (p21-activated kinases)

RAS-RAF-MEK-ERK {5 5 18 [ B A7 & B A0 £
SPPER R S RN T - A, B GTPase 1
f9 RAS 55 18 b 307 14 32 14 1% B BR VB (receptor ty-
rosine kinase, RTK) 4 i Al 32 {4 (cytokine recep-
tor, CKR) F1 G 25 FIH B 3Z & (G protein coupled re-
ceptor, GPCR) 55 4l Jfd & T 52 /R G 3 3ok 1
1% 32 4t K ¥~ (guanine nucleotide exchange factors,
GEFs) il RAS & /M R ALK, A GDP 25 5 1y
RS AZ N GTP 255 MG ALIRE . SR i
LB RAS i3 5 RAF (Y N S5 F4 SR 25 5, RAF
O 40 S5 4 5 8 A B B ol R R AT S
RAF J&— 22/ 5 IR I, W AL i RAF fE
g it — 20 5 T e MEK 88 1 455 il H 22 /05 &R
R LWL AL 1T 3 B MEK (9 30E ' . MEK1/2 222/

i TR T % 2 17 O AR 5 1 R U L RE S
B TR P I i (%) M — JEC 40 ek 1/2 114 3 S TR I
fig sk Al G Ik . T LAY ERK UF A4 M A% , X H
3% il R s PR 55 Z2 IS 40 RSK . CREB  Elk-
1 NF-xB &S TBERR AL AB G, o0 A S R 1 2
ik, e 2 | S 0 e 3 1 R DL R AN 3 5 L A4k
PR T AR AT R AR A (K 2) .

2 {ARSME S AT R EE (ERK)

2.1 ERK#ZH#H L5 ik

5 HAEE AR ERK E B HA M N
i F1C. 3 255 B JG A XU 454 o G N s ey 5 BERC
B EAT 8 B R A (BT ~ BS) (14> aC MR LS A4
H—AH 2R = I EA LA, C o iy 6 PR 7
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55 KT (Ets, Jun, Fos, Elk-1)

GEFs: %ﬁ@i}ﬁlﬁ[%(guanine nucleotide exchange factors); GPCR: G E EI{{TJH:XZMS(G protein coupled receptor); GRB2: KN FZ RS A5 E A
2 (growth factor receptor bound protein 2); RTK: 32 A% 2 iR 4§ (receptor tyrosine kinase); SOS:son of sevenless homolog

B o B e 45 44 A 4 A Y B F T2 4544 (B6 ~ BY)

R (E3)

po-po

B3 ERK2M %454 (PDB:20]))

JUT A W FL s R N ERA ERK 2R 1Y R
ko B HETMIE, ERK 8 8% e B A WA TR
ERK1 Fl ERK2" | Z & 7 2 K2 7 41 b [R) Pk
ik 84%" . LIAJRE ERK A, ERK1 Hy 379 >4 %k
1% 3% 5L 41 B, T ERK2 W] H 360 /> 24 25 12 7k ik 21
2, %FF ERK1 A1 ERK2 (IIHRE 2 5, H T 3k
X A5 2 ERK 1 A ERK2 BB ¥4 D2 oL, R
PG/~ W7 Y 7E 45 > ERK 2 13 M P i sk A
]2, {HJE Busca %™ & B, 78 ERK1/2 J R i 3R
AN ERK12 R B B A R B cerkl

/N BB A% A7 FIIE B 2400, 1M1 ERK2 #5880 53
FLWIRIAFET . 7EXF ERK1 F ERK2 2 [] (9 3 fiE
2 AR — LRI A DB S 7R T ERK
FIERK2 FE D) RE L /N 25 5, L AR 1 A= 22 4L
A RHRE

HHT, CH ERK IR 8 2k AR, 32
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A3 A TE A0 A | A B BT DL S A0 A% . ERK1/2 7E 4
JL RS ) A48 RSK S5 2 11 G Wl 2 1 Wl e 1l
cAMP R R | J K B RE B A, 40 M E 4R
S i ERK /2 78 40 MUAZ 9 B I ) R 22 02 i 5k
R, BB SN 7 TCF %™, ERK G i X}
AN RIS, NI & AN 0 AR 2E e
2.2 ERKAZ 5838 795 & A X a4 A

TE 249 30% Y i 9 7, RAS-RAF-MEK-ERK 1
A AL TS OEIRES . %R T A
BB R 28788 TN S R IR T8 22 iR I i) & A
KRR R T EEAEH . Bl 4131
g T AEAE RAS (99848 300 , P KRAS (9 2848 L
T, b N S 20% DL L FE TS g
R 28 L S 1 1k 90% 7 5 7 7% F b osd vh
A BRAF 28 2% H v £ 5 UL 1Y 58 % 24 BRAF-
V60OE 275 , 7 B0 I8 1 2845 L %6 1 K 63%
TE IR R 2L Sk o v 28 48 R s 50% LA B
e BRI A R Yy
FIH MEK 2875 .

I, &1 % RAS-RAF-MEK-ERK {55 5 i %
N7 IN Gy T8 ) 25 ) T S8 AE LI 25 Py it 53 Sk
b7 2 H A
2.3  ERK #p#) 7 69 44 %

H i, B4 24 BRAF 11l 571 Al MEK 410 il 71
B3 B FDAHEE LT, I FIRY7 45 B SR 7E I
RIGIT IS T RAFIRCR . 40 BRAF #3572
$79E JE (sorafenib) 4k % F JE (vemurafenib ) F1 ik 7
4E JE& (dabrafenib) ; MEK # ] 7] it 38 & JE (tra-
metinib) . 7 2 JE (selumetinib) F17% L35 JE (cobi-
metinib) . FIRTE B EHHAZIGIT I, IR ) &
Jr RS B T A AR (H R AR i ) IR % 2
B[] 2590 J5 , IR A0 R T kA 1) 7 A T AR AR
it 25, 5 RAS .BRAF S5 75 I 40 i v ) s 28 A48 R
ANFE L B AT M 1k, ERK1/2 AR5 2 72 78 i 240
ML rp LT B A B IR R T R O A i
ERK1/2 08 W45 Bl 5 7% st S5 2 FOs s, —
H ERK1/2 & AT 25 P 5278 B 43 2R 20X 85
(A 50 F | S0 IE A0 IS 3, T8 DR UE 20 kL 1)
FEE o 0 HL Bk R 22 09 11 PR AT 5E 45 2R R
ERK #1157 Fb RAF A1 MEK #1771 BA 00 47 Al =%
Fo Qin SF R B, SRR ME AR ERK1/2 REE A 2L
ARFE A3T5 FBAD R AN M, [F] 3 5 A375 20 i XoF

BRAF 1 il 7] 4 & ¢ J& i) 5L 5 Hatzivassiliou
SEUT R B, MEK 00 i 590 it 245 4 40 M 5 22 Ok 4 X
MAPK {5538 6 B AR , X e #64 ERK1/2 # 1]
FVEURE , I8 HT ERK A 551 e A5 24 BH T 240 B 3 4

PRI, 5 400 ) MAPK {5 538 3% 0% 1 it 40 45
AH B, 3T Ui B ERK (AR BE % ke 21 BH W7 41 i
TS MEN . O EEAY S ERK B 5 58 0%
i JI SR8 A4 A T RAF J00 ) 550 0 MEK 41 1 570 69 i
25 TEIG R B ) R TR

3 g F ERKINGIF A R it

YT 1) K A Sk R v MAPK {5 53
PR T HEAE ], M ERK 3G & MAPK {55
S e 7 SO N1 W PN v = I
ERK A& % BH Wt MAPK {5 55 38 % , [7] B 396 5 I Jifp 400
SGAR PR A R 250 . BLAR H ET M JC ERK1/2 71
il g A E B R T A — N T
ERK 1 il 350 &b 1 PR 5% I PR 57 A9 5 B B, 1K
AN T ERK M BT ik
3.1 & T s AR89 ERK 9 461 A

AR, B A 24 ERK 15 7E A FRIFST
£3,4% GDC-0994 (1) , Ulixertinib (BVD-523) (2) KO-
947(3) . 1.Y3214996 (4) . MK-8353 (5) , CC-90003
(6) LTT462 %%,

3.1.1 GDC-0994 GDC-0994 (1) /2 Genentech
28 AL 1R B e B R ERK /2 410046 5 JH X
ERK1 F1 ERK2 ¥ 1C) 4351 4 6. 1 F13. 1 nmol/L.

2014 4F , Genentech 2 w38 1 /& i 1 0 1215 2]
DU ST BE I E S A5 ) 7, HXT ERK2 1Y 1G5, -
106 nmol/L. VL&Y 7 KRG, &t 451
4k 13 2 4k & 9 8, H X} ERK2 9 1C,, 2 =
2 nmol/L, 31 H.7E N\ HCT116 45 1 7 9 i 44 B RS A
R R IR B AF I BT R RO Y (R e
Y 8 (2R B 1 e R, 7E S AR P T B SR 3L
L HIRAE R B RAL. TG 812y
BBl Iy 2 BT, XSS R AT i — 2D Ak 15 8] T
EEP9% . (RS2, A& 9 v i DU & itk ieg 24+
TR AT LA A R LR 7= 1) 10, 5L 54 9
BT 25 25 it K (>1 g/d) . R T E— ek
E 09 By TEPE AR RS e M K S AL AR TR A I
SN TR A B i b, i &8 2k A W GDC-
0994141
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Ulixertinib (BVD-523, 2)

Me~g /N
& 7\

KO0-947 (3)

H
/\[rNjijMe
OHN

LY3214996 (4)

J\ IROCHR
| —

CH; CHj Bl Rt

GDC-0994 (1)

I3 GDC-0994 5 ERK2 i3t 2 541 (K 4)
RLL & B 2- G4 KL R e 4 K RE S 5 B0 BE X 1Y
Met108 . Leul07 JE ji 2 #AE FH , bk W ] o 25 fiE 0% i
KA 51858 3, GIn105 FEAL IR 3 Lys54 JE
BOAH B AEHT, 2 W EEER 43 m) DL A ) 5 Asp167 il
Asn154 S AR, AU I R SE B8 45 &
FIH &R & LI T Bk 048, 1bah,5-%
FENH 25 F L BES 5 Lys 114 8 iU S BAH HAE .

S S 45 BB, 7E HCT116 /)N BURS R J #5
Al GDC-0994 fiE % i 2 B I p9ORSK 114 % iz 1t
IKF, W e A 2L A K o TR I R A Y & 4
PEM R I, 5 H A MEK F1 ERK 4 8 30 25 100,
GDC-0994 .7 Bl H — 2N 1 b, A 46 KRR Y
RPN I A A I AN S K = P S W
Rk DL RCR ) s B A

H T, GDC-0994 FH 167 Jmy 6 i 109 il & %
ST T 3000 PRI B e g o, i — 20 B I IR
WF5E B JCHGA .

MK-8353 (5)

Cl
N
QY Er@[
NH N \[( F
fj oo
N7 ] N A
NHJ\N 0 a ‘
N WA
CH}N/§ S F

N)\%_\II N M

CC-90003 (6)

d’ﬁEPK

N
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HNJ\N/ O a
N

= N F
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HO
10, {44
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\ Vi \\:j |

Leul07 '|
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LY Metlog B ' :
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PN |

B s
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B4 {b4H GDC-0994 5 ERK2 iyt 5 42 44140 (PDB:5K4T)

3.1.2 Ulixertinib Ulixertinib  (BVD-523,
VRT752271, 2) J2& i BioMed Valley Discoveries 2y
R & AT 3868 ATP 35 4-PE ERK 172 il 57, Hox)
ERK1 (% K, < 0.3 nmol/L, %} ERK2 /] K, = 0. 04
nmol/L. TG EXHE LI ERK2(pERK2 )it & JE T
k.19 ERK2, Ulixertinib 24722 B0 4 9 32 F0 7 (B2 %)
pERK2 (75 Fil ) 208 THETE LAY ERK2.

PR A0 i 52 56 45 S R |, 7F BRAFY 5845 (1)
UACC-62 B {0 Z i 4l i vpr |, Ulixertinib ¥ & 4K i 1
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A0 ERK /2 14 36 M, {5 41 i J5] 30 %% BH 3 7E G,
9, NG R A5 BT TEAE . teAh, Ulixertinib iA fig
175 3 caspase-3/7 M5 VE 20 9 8 T 38 % BY BL0E , 1E
HEE A0 LA PR T B S e 45 R R B, Ulixer-
tinib A 5 S5 406 00 ) g 0 A T B X R
BUAR T B AR A g e o B R AR A
MAPK {5 518 % 317 il 77) it 25 9 455 70 o | Ulixertinib
ATH SR BB BTG BRI 1

H A1, Ulixertinib PR FH 25 76 7 06 307 342 i g
IEALF T R 78 B B (NCT01781429) , H TR
I7 VP E T A RN R AR S 2 A E IE Ab
F 1 /100 R 73 By BE (NCT02296242) . 7254
56 H 51, Ulixertinib 5 [ 25 1 45 & AU A2 5 (nab-
paclitaxel ) I 7 P {752 (gemcitabine ) B A 1 IR YT
BB MR R AR R OE AL T T IR PR BF 5E B B
(NCT02608229) , 5 CDK4/6 41l il 571 Wk 41 74 F1 (pal-
bociclib ) 55 W FH V7 6 300 F A s o JEL A, S22 A 97
IEARTF T B IR FE B B2 (NCT03454035) o
3.1.3 LY3214996 LY3214996 (4) & H 4L % 2
FIBE A R 1R B9 ERK /2 41 55 (1C5, = 5 nmol/L) ,
TE BRAF F1 RAS 5872 1) [ g 240 i v ] LA ) RSK 1
IR ALK o 2016 4FAE TR YT M0 S AR 1 25
Prit AT W0 RS . L BR T AT DAER Al ] 245 4F
W A] LS HoA T 25 KA ], Hhan 5 CDK4/
6 5] . PI3K/mTOR 575k A7 RAS 28725 1Y
/N0 R AL it g
3.1.4 MK-8353 MK-8353 (5) J& i it ok 3%
SCH772984 1) PK i {675 3 1Y (ERK1: I1Cy, = 20
nmol/L; ERK2:1Cy, = 7 nmol/L) . SCH772984 f& th
Merck 2> ]38 o 56 T 25 F1 A7 09 o33 w5 38 1 5 0

FR180204 (11)

3.2.1 FR180204 Ohori 551 2 /5 i & i vE 5
2| T ATP 32 4-PEAY ERK1/2 #1415 FR180204(11),
%t ERK1 1 ERK2 A4 ICy, 43 %1 4 0. 51 wmol/L Al
0. 33 pmol/L,

i 3 43 1 FR180204 5 ERK2 4L fh & &4
(KE5), & FR180204 (5 #i T ERK2 1Y ATP 45 &

BE S IF I o 25 A O AR 15 B Y ATP 35 S MY
ERK1/2 #0351 o 4347 2 44y, & 300 s B4 5 52
BEIX 0 Asp104 5 Met106 JE A, 2 56 5 52 A4 U A A
FH L& BE 5 Lys52 T8 i o — A g S0k, W] i
P-loop 4514 P 1) Tyr34 5% BEE 5% 1) ATP A s HE S
SIS BEFR Y 17, 53X P-loop 4548 % AL HHL i, P-
loop 2545 I ASPEAT H 77 5 — A>T LUl F LA
IR A A R . X SegE e R I, MK-8353 Xif
ERK 19 1 32 £ 32 B0 58 2o A8 44 3 o] 1 77 X S
[y, R, MK-8353 ANYBE S ATP 38 4 4 b 11
il ERK1/2 B AL PE | iE BB T ol R 2 ERK Y
¥ 4, B Ho g MEK 336, 2 H §i oy 1k MK-
8353 S ARG G MW A D 2k A T
W1 PRBFSE B BE . 2018 4F , MK-8353 5 7] 5 %
JE Ik R AT 6 I sl A B M S A ke A T I R
fFgE
3.1.5 CC-90003 CC-90003(6) & A n] 3 ity A7y
g5 4 1 Ve B ERKL/2 304007, 3 T 97
KRAS 2875 [ g , 2015 43 A T B IR 5T . 5
R TE T WG R 5, 5 K it Az )
(MTD) 5 A4 N, H e 2815 T G IR
W, it fE &, &I 2- 2 F e
K5 Bl X T B 28 56 T %) U T T 0 I e
L] 5 Cys (ERK1: Cys183; ERK2: Cys164 ) JE i,
ANAL R M 2 SRR
3.2 AT s RATAT B 89 ERK 4 4) 7
BT B A A as AR S, B
A AR 22 1 ERK A 5004k T 16 PR AT B B sl 2B 4
WP B B . X e fh & W 3 ZEAL 46 FR180204
(11) \VTX-11e(12) .BL-EI-001(13)

N7 CHjy /’/’\N
| 0 N
HY /Nj/\Ew o cl N
Cl NH HN—/ O/\f
\© cl S\@
! cl

VTX-11e (12)

BL-EI-001 (13)

4%, FR180204 45 #4) H (1) ik wa - ik 158 24 27 57 (1)
AR T 5 Met108 JE A EUHEA BAE L 37 07 A & 5
55 GIn105 F1 Asp106 JE i VAR FH , bk P - nk g 34
3N AR TS LysS4 I A BEAE o A
FR 180204 454 rh i - A 24 5 Leu 156 ££7E CH-
 BRUAHEAEF , Wik BE 34 5 Cys166 £74F SH-7
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R EAER . WA, R A Y rhd g s8], |
AR EEARIT —F A FF 5 FR180204 45 &
(AP 3 AR 52 o 3K B R 1) A B A B 2 5 T
FR180204 X% ERK2 Y 3E£EMEAM ] , {1 L XT p38ar 1Y
VEPEVE 5 35 30 4%, %F MEK1 . MKK4  IKK o 25 H: Al

P R i 10015 A

7

{

"‘\\ L GInl05 gy
N\
Aspl06 ‘ ,-h;
I \

BE5 FR180204 5 ERK2 AL A9 (PDB:1TVO)

16 Mv1Lu S8 il I Bz 20 fa v, FR180204 fig 8 71
AR PE I TCFB % S 1 AP-1 B3 , HL 1,
3.1 pmol/L. sh¥sLi 4 T W, 78 CIA /)N RUEE
AU, FR180204 A% I I 24035 5 15 4 S R IT Pk &2
PR RS . AR B H% T (DENV ) B 1Y /)N BRUSE
R, FR180204 38 o 1l il ERK1/2 A B R Ak , 71
JHAH MR T, Yol 8 s B 5 = R 2

H 1T, FR180204 4134k T lifs PRET R 5E B B, A
D AH 2 B e PRI B0
3.2.2 VTX-1le Vertex fill 252 &3 1ok iy i b
i 1245 21 EL A ML I mit s 25 4 1 A6 5 ) 14, FEXT
ERK Y K24 2. 3 pmol/L. il i Xf A4 14 5 ERK
eGSR0 b (B 6-A) , K BAL A 14 254 T i)
IR HE % 5 ERK BCHE X 1) Met106 , Asp 104 JE A,

16

FEREENSEN . FE, B T kL aE
% 5 Lys52 T8 il 2 B A, L& 24 1 7Y NH gt 5
1458 5L GIn103 JE L SR, R L RENS 5 H &
TR B AR PR 45 P Y Val37 JE U K/ FH . AR DA
b ARSI E B BEIE N SO S W AT S5 R AR
b, K EA (S)-REE T A B &5 15 A
U T 5 LysS2 st KA BEAER B H 3L 5] A
NBES Asn152 ., Aspl165 ¥ i EUEEAE T, T4 F1F
LAY S ERK A WEMNTRRE .. AL, (S)- K%
T2 BELE A 1 R IR RE S I s B K 25 0T
glycine-rich loop 25 1E iAH HAEFH (K 6-B) . X4
4G BRI A05 1 15 R B B4 1Y ERK
NS PE (K = 0. 002 wmol/L) FEREE . (B2, 1k
A W15 B AN IS TEAS S FRAE , 7F Colo205 A2 7 Je
A3 FE IR, H 10, M 0. 54 wmol/L.

h TR EAL A A LA Y 1545
A T 5 5 DA R B AR FH 1) e B 4y B ik
WEIR, BE5E TAAW5 R X  REEE L 58 T
SR A 16, HZE P25 (F 6-C),
RIEGHEY 15 ML, 05 ) 16 LIS PR B T8
T 180°, BT 1A YR 1 6 £ KR BEAIR
S544E6W1s M, A9 16 X GSK3 | AuroraA
AT CDK2 Al G B B T 250 F5 DA 5,

H TR ALE Y 16 X ERK (e B, BF
5T N B A g o A 3 H s o it A T 45 44
b, A& FEY VTIX-11e(12) . VTX-1le &4
R s EREME ERK2 304157, X ERK2 (9 K /N T
2.0 nmol/L, %} GSK3 . AuroraA 1 CDK2 A 200 1% Lk
AR RRE XTI %) JH Al K ) R R TR R
F 500155,

H
\N A <~ OH
mRoeRmE g N A
> N'\ \ /O/Cl [
Neen, .
14 Cl 15
N/I CH; N7 | CH;
O
HN/L\N \ 0 b i HNJ\N \\ —OH
| ;“_OH  — al N HN s
N HN—
"o O
F

VTX-11e (12)
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6 1LEWEERK2ILNE SIS SR

G103t \y -

Leu105‘ Aspl104
LR o 7

Met106 =g
et e
,p' "“

S

A: LA 14 5 ERK2 (945 5158 4 97153 (PDB:20JG); B: AL-44 15 5 ERK2 4L 5 4 4 17153 (PDB:20J)); C: A4 15(43:5) Fil 16 (#1525 1]

B A9 L3154 (PDB:3157)

PRGN MBI 78 45 5 S, #F HT29 A 45 1 9 4
384 B 3, VX-11e 89 1C5, M 48 nmol/L. & 4
RS R, FE R BRI/, VX-11e 30 H 42
Iy I RAEI R B . 76X BRAF/MEK 417 il 551 15¢
BIR YT A PI3K 061 550 By 7 A7 s 257 1)
8 FRIF R A 1Y NSG /N AL rpr , B i VX-11e
AE 6% 10 o R 21 21 A4 K 5 PIBK B A
BKM 120 55 FH T, G2 W 8 410 1 i A4
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