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Abstract Bromodomain-containing protein 4 (BRD4), a new target for tumor therapy, is the most important
member of the bromodomain and extra-terminal family. The overexpression of BRD4 is associated with genesis
and development of various cancers. Used either alone or in combination with other treatments such as chemo-
therapy, photothermal therapy and immunotherapy, the BRD4 inhibitors or degraders exhibited excellent antitu-
mor effects, providing a new direction in tumor treatment. In this review, the structure and function of BRD4, the
inhibition strategies of BRD4, the application in tumor combination therapy and drug resistance are introduced,
which provides reference for targeting BRD4 in tumor therapy.
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B N )Tz . BRD4 7R Z2 B i e 4 e b i i SR
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b A 57 TR A AR I 35 A5 B A 2 T M IR R Y Bl
B b L SR A G AR BRD4 BK )
C-MYC .BCL-2 45 JC S B0 JE DR 1) 2 o, (i HG ool i
ESA N D) BE LR i1 o ST RS A/
G, KA 8 T 455 K i G, JE R 3k, 45 40 fif
SR AR AN 3G 5, 53 Ah , BRDA 7 i 98 20 it
) CD274 F£ R (4 A% PD-L1) 3 8 T 4b & 4, f oF
CD274 FERH 5707 _FH PD-L1., BRD4 3E X #if 5 ]
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PEYE T BT DNA 505 KA 1, 38 LU SRSy i
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CtIP) J& 52 it DNA [F] IR A B 2 W e
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Figure 1 Structures of bromodomain-containing protein 4 (BRD4) (A)*and crystal structure of bromodomain (B)
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Figure 2 Structures of some BRD4 inhibitors and crystal structure of JQ1-BRD4
Table 1 BRD4 inhibitors in clinical trails!*8$!11
Category Drug (administration) Indication Clinical phase
Monovalent OTX015/MK-8628 (po) Multiple myelom, AML, glioblastoma multiforme, NMC, TNBC,CRPC, NSCLC Phase 1/2
BRD4 inhibitors ~ TEN-010/R06870810 (sc) Solid tumors, AML, advanced solid tumors Phase 1
I-BET762/GSK525762 (po) Solid tumours, carcinoma, midline carcinoma Phase 1/2
CPI-0610 (po) Multiple myeloma, lymphoma Phase 1/2
PLX51107 (po) Solid tumors, AML, myeloproliferative neoplasm Phase 1
ABBV-075 (po) Breast cancer, AML, NSCLC multiple myeloma, prostate cancer Phase 1
Bivalent BRD4 AZD5153 (po) Malignant solid tumors, lymphoma, ovarian cancer, breast cancer, pancreatic Phase 1

inhibitors cancer, prostate cancer

AML: Acute myeloid leukemia; NMC: NUT midline carcinoma; TNBC: Triple-negative breast cancer; CRPC: Castration resistant prostate cancer;
NSCLC: Non-small-cell lung cancer
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PRI 7 (NCT01713582) , 11 R 551 & A 10 mg/d 14
JnE] 160 me/d (3 J& S —y7 F2 1 2 A 45 2) , e 240
SE T H A 2555 80 mg/d , R Ay TT I A ik
B AR R S IR R R R A R
ANHRIE A CE B LR TR 5T AR R
JEARR Y AN )R S AT, LR
BIT IR W ISR . TEN-010 A4 T 3991 R i 56
(NCT01987362) K H K¢ T 45 245 7 =, 3l i M 0. 03
mg/kg HENE] 0. 85 mgrkg (3 J& —I7 &, 1 2 B 44
2) ., HEZE R EIEYT (0. 45 mg/kg) B E A A
[7) A% E () B R 91 1 o CPI-0610 J2& — Filr S5 I i 25
BRD4 #l il 7], © 28 5¢ B2 & 11 R R L ik 298 1)
I W RIS, 5 & R & REAIRIT 280 Mg i
I A RIS IE A 2E 17 . E CP1-0610 (1) 34k
EUsRE T 40 AL 36 P (NCT01949883) , 3Tl T M
6 mg/d 34 i %) 300 mg/d (3 Ji S —J7 F2, 1 2 A 45
25) 0 IR & . 455 B ow, CPI-0610 fiif 32 1 R
U, B K 52 ) 82 225 mg/d, A KL 5 OTX015
AL, 7 i S Ik 2R R v B AT B b e T
TEZ2 R BRI AN, CPT-0610 i Tkaros Z2 %
PEFREE T 1 TR Z IR N 4 MBUE L MYC 1Y
ik, 8 G, 4t R 0T BEL VR RO bR 240 R 2 11 AR
TR T 38 AR T el 20 i 7 A B R R B

AZD5153 J&—Fhgr 8 A &% BRD4 #4571 , 7
[FI 25 4 BRD4 Hf (1 R S5 # 5, BLA S5 i 4t
Jiggg i Ve, IEAEHEAT 1 I R 05 (NCT03205176
NCT03527147) . AZD5153 41l ] Myc . E2F 10 %,
) B A8 % #04E F (mammalian target of rapamy-
cin, mTOR) {5 518 % , 76 2 PE 88 2 s 2 A1
" B 968 AR L6 1% S P R AL ASE 25 vl 2400 i ek g
AR Shen 252 & B, AZDS153 T ¥ i 51 iR g
2 Bt Fb 40 R 39 2 14 D1 (eyelin D1)  Mye . Bel-2,
FOSFEBTIE 1 (FOSL1) 14 fifd J&] 3 25 1 40060 1k ik it
4(CDK4) Rk , 51 e 240 s Ji $03 BELVAS A4 B 1
HE— w5 R B, & H BEE B (protein kinase B,
AKT)J& AZD5153 i) 221 25 [H -+, AZD5153 b 3
05 g S 0 R A /0N BT 40 o g 1 2R G IR
AKT #0751 MK-2206 AT 14— A5 38 a8 B g 06 1
38k, AZD5153 A] I i g AR OC B 4 Y | PD-L1
() 2 15, I fef H A M2 84 iy M1 B 54 Ak | [a] B 384 58
CD" T 4t A i) 3% Ak, DA T 2 98 B S5 983 v 174 6 28
e

BRD4 #ill 71 5% 4 1445 & BRD4 [1) £, Bk At 2 i
SEA 7 s, BHIBT BRD4 5 41 8 11 £ Ak i 2 R 1) 45
A 5P BRDA XTI & 2E Kk R IR HEAEH . 2010
4, Filippakopoulos 25 R 18 T 58 1 4~ = Z( Wk 2%
BRD4 I JQ1, BAEZ T h ¥R R 4F
B 4T AR 6 1, Maggisano %577 il £ T2k JQ1 1
R AL - PRI 2 I R 4 KR N-JQ1., I N-JQ1
AbEE = B LM AR RS, T S S R AR AR TS T
W AMERS o S T G JQL P A [ R, B
FEN GO HOBUT BR SE UEA T 45 /B 1, 15 3] — R 51
20RE K HLAM I PR 0 BRDA HI I . =&
M 2% BRD4 10 1 7 (JQ1. OTX015, TEN-010., I-
BET762 %) =R MEIA 114 3 6 RR T 5 & kAL i
SRR AR Asn140 LA EUEE T s 2 A
JRF 5 Tyr97 8 53 /K 43 F LA SAE AT E , AR T
WPF [X 35 (ZA 3£ . BC A oZ R ) , 38 1 5 KA
5 BRDAZEG (B 2) . R R Sl —
A M 346 A R T 5 Asnl40 B A B2
BRD4 #4615 M iy b 55 11 5 = AR BR L 9 H 34
L FEA 5 BRDA 1 H ik 25 I 25 4, 4 DA HHth
SEATHUR, 5 BRD4 B 454 B8 1 W KK T F 5 R4
IR LI EE S s2 Ak A Y 5 BRDA I 45 A BE
F AR S WPF X454 e h el LA
IS BRIV B BE L, P2 T BRD4 1 il 551) %
BRD4 [ . T 1, LA F2 2R R Bk e A
JQ1 A Z% s BF - ABUT FR M55 , 75 31 0TX015, H
1C5, "4 92 ~ 112 nmol/L, 1l i ¥ 42 JQ1 (1C5, 2 77
nmol/L ) B A7 FEAR , {H 2 5 A PIr a4, DAk e
BHRBREL 165 Y B BUK i RE 138 58 , TEN-010 1
I-BET762 1) f2 & M 42 JQ1 KRR # & o BLéh, 1-
BET762 #4575 3 I 0 H A A 5 2 5 5 BRD4 1Y
aianedl.

S & 25 BRD4 4101 i 51 (CP1-0610, PLX51107
85 1Y S ERE R 1Y 4 i 5 Asn140 DUESE T 5K
g54y BT LAIZSAJE T2 BRDA 30751 3% e i o 75 19
CPI-0610 %f BD1 ¥ 1C5, >4 39 nmol/L, BA K412y
3 S22, PLX51107 5 BD1 8% BD2 454, K, 4%
K 1.7 nmol/L A1 6. 1 nmol/L, & — ' A/ 2k 19
BRD4 1 51", PFI-1 Jg& — il i Bk i 2 BRD4 #1)
il 770, s AR ] 7 e 3 A R LRI BT 5 Asn140 T
B, T 5 BRDA 454 o PFI-1 % 1 0099 248 i
A AT M JQTAR™ . Gosmini 552
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ZERGROC R AT, A5 B0 T PR AR 5 ) 7O S0 ok
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Bﬁf’ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁ'ﬁia_%*ﬁﬂﬂ A5 AN TA], XD 14 7
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Ji 555 Pro82 LA LS & , R A TG 5 WPF X IE
B CH-7r SL40 , 3938 T 5 BRD4 A9 45 & g 117
Tanaka %' IR 2 ZFEIGE A 1Q1 70 FHEAE—E,
FER T —Fh — 4 5 BRD4 #1415 MT1, H X} BD1 Ay
1C5, >4 0. 789 nmol/L, K IHE & T HL g G Pk o
2.2 BRD4 &gl

BRD4 [ fift 71 7T A %075 5 BRD4 R , 7040
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il S W o FE TR K A S i A 43 (protein
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Figure 3 Mechanism of BRD4 degraders!*3!
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Figure 4 Structures of some BRD4 degraders

Table 2 BRD4 degraders and their components

E3 ligase Drug BRD4 inhibitor E3 ligand
CRBN dBET1 JQ1 Thalidomide
ARV-825 0TX015 Pomalidomide
BETd-260 HJBY7 Lenalidomide
VHL MZ1 JQ1 VH-032
ARV-771 0TX015 VHL-2
MZP-54 I-BET726 VH-032

CRBN: Cul4-Rbx1-DDB1-cereblon;VHL:Von Hippel-Lindau
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Figure 5 Mechanism of combination therapy with BRD4 inhibitors
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BT TP IO g
3.4 BRD4#H 55 Fi&hdh

ZIRE5EFE I, BRDA il 57) 5 S B AT — W R
¥ Wi 5 A B (poly ADP-ribose polymerase, PARP)
Pt 0 T e JH B A0 LA P 5k 58 AR L ] Rad3 A
K P4 B (ataxia telangiectasia and Rad3-related,

ATR) 1590 | 248 e J&1 399 28 1 A6 P 3 2 (cyelin-
dependent kinases 2, CDK2) #ill #i] 71| 45 43+ ¥ [n] 24
ik &l TR SR BT AR o Fehling 55
5% 7 BRD4 #1117 JQ1 =% I-BET762 5 PARP #1ll
S BLRL I JE 5l 2 A ) Je 356 AT R i 200 JfL R 1)
SO, 2 B JQ1fifi e-Mye B H R U##E A5 Chk 1 (3535
TR, DNA #5545 &4 yH2AX 3500, 1] PARP #1146
FIAM ] DNA #0518 52, BRG10 1 7 A6 e [] 2 AR
FH o PRPIIIIRESEBG 2200, JQ U AN BRI JE [R] st 5
A 25 0 ) KKU-055 845 98 1 988 /0N Ui o 1 2
o BRD4 I RVX2135 7] 1455 2 g X ATR 417
il 71 AZ20 ()RR , — 2 A AT i DNA 45
O, PR R) 5 00k 90 2 R A T, 40 i i 98 /1 BRU ek g
A CDK2 #1551 Milciclib F1 JQ1 156 AT 2k
A c-Myc AR, 5 | 62 20 A S 0T BEL S R 240 A o
T2, BB AT I S T B A A GTML [ A
SRR AR/ B A A

4 THZHME

] BRDA 1Y S g 5 9K B AT B I 8 S i e 1
FABRATE F s 8 i LR A 22 M
R —E T 2P . R E RIS e-Myc 55
P 9 R S 5 AT 400 1] 2850 3 AR 35 e 0 08 1
AE I AN SR FNHTHG B 06 AR R S5 i 2L 2 —
J2 IR 240 B AF DG BE DR B S i 52 . Rathert %4 &
B, RELAE T JQ1 AT i Wt {5553 B A A LA
c-Myec, EVEIT RO TR . 18 = FIPEFLA & T, R
FIBERR G 2A T -5 80 BRD4 1 B 2 A nT ¥k 52
BCL2L1/BCL-XLJEIN %G ¢ , 7 H: % BRDA #1571
M2 BG " S34h IR 4 BRD4 B BSR40 ] 7
A2 PN, B2 AR R ) 2-tHE Rk
WEAL R 10-292 3R AL 3-TR 45 35025 11 4 (nuclear
receptor corepressor 2-histone deacetylase 10-deubiq-
uitylating enzyme 3-bromodomain-containing protein
4, NCOR2-HDAC10-DUB3-BRD4) {5 5 i# %
NCOR2-HDAC10 & & ¥ i) 8 5 2 51 & BRD4 I
PHE LB g NCOR2 S5 A i O kg 5 70 fiff
2 Z AL DUB3 1 B 320k 45 bl £3-12 R B i
9 BRD4 1732 ALK , (i BRD4 /KF-This o B
2 US54 26 (1 /BRDA 5 5 il 1) BELDBT b, 25 51 ik
BRD4 JC i i 1o 12 2% AL B gk iy L3, JRT L BRD4
SRR IRTT TBE S A A AT R T



5 52 B4 3 XUBEIR , 25 - 114

FF A 4 10 0 ) SR AR R IR T R R DS 27

5 u_.\ =A %%

ARICAE T BRDA 1) 4548 K HAE B Jg b (1 18
FH, 2538 T BRD4 (40 S m FE M Bk G697
J; FH VA R Tt 24 P i B 9 1 e . BRD4 $100 1] 551 1 o
i 751 ] S AT ) BRIDA, 1 T 410 ) Py 4 i 3 5
{R i B g A 7, AT RAF M Pe MR i . BT,
OTX015.CPI-0610, AZD5153 45 £ i BRD4 1]l il 5
23 A R 98 B B 5 BRDA 0461l 5 k22 3h
7 OCHARYT IR f%ﬂﬁ%ﬁﬂ*ﬁmﬁ Af
77 O R R P AR L DR I FH 5% o
SR BRD4 (4 ] SR w2 A AR 2 it Je |, {H 4]
A S ) T AR — 2 I ﬂ?ﬁt%qﬂ%%,ﬁ—ﬁ
B RN RN, T E— 25 R AT 5 A ol s T
R AMEE T BRDA P50 s — R BT &
71 BRD4 111l 771 F11387 ) BRD4 it 577) , 45 5 e e g
TR s =R RREE F 25 AR 2450, N TR A9 HL T
LR SRR 25 M 0 7 i s B L S B gk
YR R G, SR R ] BB K 4R IR T AR
Ho MEEARARPE R, #EH BRDA TR YT RIS 2>
TE I PRI V6 7 vh A TR B
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